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President’s message
It has been an eventful and exciting three months
for the dying with dignity movement in Australia
and New Zealand with a series of “firsts” giving a
big boost to the prospects for voluntary assisted
dying laws in Australia.
On 19 September, New Zealanders voted YES in
a referendum to pass their End of Life Choice Act
into law. Despite a bitter campaign by religious
opponents, the referendum passed comfortably
with 65% support. New Zealand is the first
country in the world to hold a referendum on
assisted dying laws (see page 11).
Queenslanders went to the polls on 18 October
and the Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk used
her campaign launch to announce that her
Government would introduce an assisted dying
bill to parliament in February 2021, if it was reelected. This was very unexpected and is the first
time that a political party has taken this issue to
an election - it has previously been regarded as a
politically “dangerous” issue. That myth has been
comprehensively exploded now that Queensland
Labor was returned to power with an increased
majority (see page 10).
Since January this year, Tasmanian independent
MLC Mike Gaffney has been shepherding his
private members bill through a public consultation
process and then through Parliament. He has
been supported by a grassroots campaign run
by sisters Jacqui and Natalie Gray who promised
their dying mother in 2019 that they would fight
for assisted dying laws. The sisters have been in
the chamber watching the entire debate in both
houses. It seems clear that the Bill will pass when
it goes a final vote in March 2021, now that the
Premier, and other senior Liberals, have indicated
their support the Bill. We hope that conservative
MPs in other states take note (see page 9).
Last but not least, after 15 failed attempts, a
VAD bill was introduced into South Australian
Parliament on 2 December in both houses and will
hopefully be debated in 2021. Surely this time it
will succeed (see page 10).
As we keep saying, why not NSW?

www.dwdnsw.org.au

As you may be aware, we launched a new
campaign, “Every Day Matters”, on 1 October
seeking to get VAD laws on the parliamentary
agenda in NSW in 2021. One of the key planks of
this campaign is building a grassroots advocacy
network across the state to help us raise
awareness and lobby MPs. We have recruited
more than 270 ‘campaign champions’ to help us
and are forming regional ‘pods’ to work together
to share ideas and plan activities (see page 4).
We have just launched a major petition asking
NSW MPs to work together to pass VAD laws
(see page 3) accompanied by a very moving video
featuring Scott Riddle. Scott was diagnosed with
stage 4 bowel cancer and explains why having
the option of VAD laws is so important to him and
his family. We have included a feature article on
Scott’s powerful story on page 6.
Over the next months we will be asking our
members and supporters for their help in
promoting the petition and getting prepared for
other actions to help us lobby MPs. One of the
most powerful ways of convincing an MP to
support VAD laws is hearing personal stories from
their constituents. We know many of you have a
story which has led you to support our cause. On
page 5 we have included a useful guide for how
you might present your story so that it has the
most impact. We would encourage you to start
thinking about a story you might have which could
be used to help us lobby your local MP.
Breaking news about a VAD Bill for NSW
(see page 14).

As always, thank you for your support,
Penny Hackett
President, DWD NSW

Petition calls on NSW MPs
to pass VAD laws in 2021
Following on from the launch of our “Every Day
Matters” campaign in October, Dying with Dignity
NSW has just launched a petition calling on
members of NSW Parliament to work together to
introduce a voluntary assisted dying bill for debate
in 2021.

We will also be collecting paper signatures. If you
can help with this we can send you petition sheets.
Send us an email to dwd@dwdnsw.org.au or phone
the office on (02) 9212 4782 and we can send you
hard copies. Perhaps you could collect signatures
from your friends, neighbours or members of
community groups you are involved with?

We need your help to share this petition as widely
as possible so we can show NSW MPs the huge
support in the community for VAD Laws.
Victoria and Western Australia already have VAD
laws and the Tasmanian Bill is expected to pass
next March. Bills will be before parliaments in
Queensland and South Australia in early 2021.
Why not New South Wales?
Why should the people of NSW have to wait until
after the next election in March 2023 for this
much-needed law reform to be addressed
Our petition features Scott Riddle, a young father
who was diagnosed with stage 4 bowel cancer
and has been helping our campaign since 2017.
In a powerful video, produced by Luke Cornish,
Scott explains why he would like the choice of
voluntary assisted dying.
“There’s a huge amount of fear associated with
having a terminal diagnosis,” says Scott.
“You just don’t know what’s going to happen.
There’s just all these unknowns and I feel like
one of those unknowns shouldn’t be the risk of a
really awful, extended, agonising death. It seems
completely unnecessary.”
Scott has always been an in principle supporter of
assisted dying but says in his current circumstance
it has taken on a whole new dimension.
“I can’t imagine choosing to leave my kids but the
reason that I really want it at a personal level is
because it would bring immense peace of mind.”
Here is the link to the petition dwdnsw.org.au/petition.
We hope all members and supporters will sign
and then share with family and friends and share
on your social media.

PLEASE JOIN US
If you are not already a financial member
of Dying with Dignity NSW, you can join
online at dwdnsw.org.au, or call our office
on (02) 9212 4782 leaving your full name
and postal address, so we can mail you
the membership form.
Annual membership is $50 ($25
concession) or you can become a Life
Member for $500.

EMAIL LIST
If you prefer not to join as a member, simply
sign up to our emailing list. You can sign up
online at dwdnsw.org.au or send us an email
at dwd@dwdnsw.org.au
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NEWS FROM NEW SOUTH WALES
Every Day Matters campaign launch
On 1st October Dying with Dignity NSW held a virtual
online launch for our renewed campaign for assisted
dying law reform in NSW titled – “Every Day Matters”.

elected representatives know that they cannot
continue to ignore this issue. MPs are elected to
represent the community and we are creating a
network of community advocates across New South
Wales to lobby their MPs. There is nothing more
powerful than the personal stories from real people.
This is the most effective way to change MPs minds.

Nearly 400 members and supporters attended
the Zoom ‘Town Hall’ style event hearing from
guest speakers including Andrew Denton, Dr Cam
McLaren and Scott Riddle.

Campaign ‘champions’
stepping up

Vice President Shayne Higson updated everyone
on the building momentum in Australia and New
Zealand before President, Penny Hackett, outlined
the strategic plan for the renewed campaign.

Following the “Every Day Matters” campaign
launch over 270 supporters have signed up to be
campaign ‘champions’ to help with our grassroots
campaign. We have already held some Zoom
sessions to meet our ‘champions’ and discuss the
ways in which they can help over the next months.
If we are able to get VAD laws on the parliamentary
agenda in 2021, we will be asking our ‘champions’
(and all our members and supporters) to help us in
their communities to raise awareness of our issue
and lobby their local MPs.

At the beginning of the event there was a minute’s
silence to remember past advocates who sadly died
before seeing law reform in NSW. So many people
with terminal illness have fought hard for our cause,
knowing that there was little chance they would ever
be able to access assisting dying laws. They remind
us why we keep going with this fight, so that others
will have the choice of a peaceful death.
A key feature of our campaign is grassroots
advocacy. Our challenge is to mobilize the huge
support in the community for VAD laws so our

If you would like to sign-up as a ‘champion’,
you can email us at campaign@dwdnsw.org.au
or use this link - https://forms.gle/
mUK5cRWiqeMRZzWq5
We know that people have different levels of
experience and skills and there will be a variety
of activities our ‘champions’ can help with. This
might be as simple as asking their friends and
family to join DWDNSW or helping us deliver
flyers. Others might get together to hold a
community stall, host a letter writing event or
organise a group to visit their local MP.
We will provide lots of support and training to
build our ‘champions’ skills and confidence levels.

Top to bottom (l to r) James McKay,
Loredana Alessio-Mulhall, Annie Gabrielides,
Sally Crossing, Tim Edwards, Aina Ranke, Liz le Noble,
Lawrie Daniel, Ingrid Eiffler, John Hogan, Jayde Britton
and Dr Ian McPhee.
www.dwdnsw.org.au

Some of our ‘champions’ are already getting together
with others in their area to share ideas and build skills
and knowledge. We hope to build on these regional
‘pods’ over the coming months and each ‘pod’ will
have a DWD board member acting as a mentor.
We are very excited about this new initiative. Our
supporters are our most powerful advocates.

Telling your story
One of the most compelling ways to convince an
MP to vote for assisted dying laws is telling your
personal story. Many of us feel passionate about
assisted dying because someone we love has died
in terrible circumstances. Telling that story can
change an MP’s mind and motivate others to join
our campaign to change the law in NSW. But telling
a personal story can also be difficult, particularly
when strong emotions are involved.
We hope this template, developed by Marshall
Ganz, a Lecturer in Public Policy Harvard
University, will help you tell your personal story in
a way that can make a difference when advocating
for VAD laws. Ganz calls it a “public narrative”, and
it brings three stories together into one.
A story of self - A story of “self” is a personal story
that shows why you were called to take action. This
is the story of the experience that got you involved
in the campaign for assisted dying laws. You
should focus on how the story self-communicates
your values, whether it’s “freedom to choose” or
“minimising suffering” or something else. The ‘story
of self’ presents a specific challenge you faced, the
choices you made to deal with the challenge, and
the outcome you experienced. This story invites
listeners to connect with you.
Eg: The painful and difficult death of my mother
from cancer made me realise that there has to
be a better way for people who are dying with
unbearable suffering. She always instilled in me
the importance of choice in relation to your own
body. When she was dying she asked me to help
end her pain but there was nothing I could do. I live
with the memory of her last days being in pain and
the knowledge that the thing she most feared, not
having choice, was her last experience on earth.
A story of us - A story of “us” is a collective
story that illustrates the “shared purposes, goals,
vision” of a community or organisation. It focuses
on a challenge, a choice, and an outcome. For an
advocacy group like Dying with Dignity this story
might be, “We are a community of ordinary people
who are fighting for our own right to choose a less
painful death, but our politicians are not listening to
the wishes of their constituents”. The ‘story of us’
invites other people to be part of your community.

Eg: Individually, each of us wants a better outcome
for ourselves and our family, then we found other
people who also supported this cause and realised
the fight was bigger than just us—we found out that
support for assisted dying is widespread across all
age and socioeconomic groups (around 85% of
Australians support it). Even the majority of people
with religious beliefs support it. We realised we could
only win this fight if we got together with others who
support it. Our elected representatives are doing us
a great disservice by not putting forward or voting
for legislation to enable VAD in NSW.
A story of now - A story of “now” is about the
challenge this community faces, the choices it must
make, and outcome we want. A ‘story of now’ is
urgent and rooted in the values you set out in your
stories of “self” and “us”. It shows a contradiction
to those values that requires action. It describes a
discrete and urgent challenge. In the case of VAD
advocacy, the ‘story of now’ is asking MPs to vote
yes for assisted dying laws in NSW,. The “story of
now” invites people to join you in taking action.
Eg: Our opponents claims about a “slippery
slope” and “people being killed against their
will” have proven to be manifestly false in the
numerous jurisdictions where VAD laws have
been in place for many years. Any laws put
forward in NSW will be very similar to those
now in place in Victoria and WA. I want your
commitment, as my elected representative, to
vote yes to voluntary assisted dying laws when
they are presented to NSW Parliament.
Public narrative links these three stories together.
Your own story of “self” is unique, and your stories
of “us” and “now” will be similar to others who are
advocating for VAD, though they may be expressed
in different ways.
Start by writing down your thoughts and practice
telling your story. Ask others for feedback. You will
learn how to express your personal story more
clearly as you tell it repeatedly.
Once you have worked out your story you
can then share it in a letter, a meeting with
a member of parliament or even just in
conversations with others in the community.
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SCOTT RIDDLE’S STORY
“I can vividly remember the moment my doctor told
me that a scan had found cancer in my liver. Just
two weeks earlier a ‘precautionary’ colonoscopy
had resulted in a surprise bowel cancer diagnosis,
but my doctors had been confident we’d caught it
early. The fact cancer had now been found in my
liver was a game changer. This meant it was much
more advanced than first thought. It meant I was
‘stage four’. The four ‘stages’ of cancer are defined
by the extent to which it has spread. Stage four
means the cancer is ‘metastatic’ - it has spread not
just to adjacent tissue, but to other organs distant
from the primary tumour.
It was August 2017. I was 35 and life was otherwise
good, in fact it had been great. Eight months earlier
we’d welcomed our third child into the world, a
beautiful little brother for his two sisters.
Just three weeks after popping into the GP for
what I thought would be a routine visit, I was
starting an aggressive treatment regime that
combined radiation and chemotherapy. The goal
was to shrink my primary bowel tumour as much
as possible before surgery that would remove the
affected section of bowel and half my liver.
The 11 hour surgery went well. For six months
after I would have an ileostomy to allow my bowel
time to heal. The bottom of my small intestine
was pulled through a hole created in my abdomen
into a bag which I’d have to empty several times
a day. During this time I also did several more
rounds of chemotherapy.

Any advanced cancer patient will tell you that
the battle is as much mental as it is physical.
Statistics were telling me that 85% of people with
my diagnosis would be dead within five years. My
doctors encouraged me to think of it more as a
50/50 chance.
The trick for me was - and still is - to find a balance
between optimism and pragmatism. On the one
hand I needed to believe that all the treatment
would be successful despite the odds. On the
other hand, I was a husband and a father to
three young children and that demanded some
pragmatic realism and some planning. Between
treatments I prepared. Beyond the usual stuff refreshing Wills and granting Amelia, my wife,
power of attorney - I started recording videos for
my kids. I wrote a manual to our home and life with
all the things I thought Amelia might need to know
if I wasn’t there.
That planning also extended to my death. To
prepare properly I needed to understand exactly
what would happen in the scenario that my
treatment was not successful. I asked my GP
what would happen to me in different scenarios. I
went to visit the palliative care facility that I would
likely be transferred to in the event my condition
deteriorated to the point I couldn’t be cared for
at home. I spoke to the staff there about how a
death typically unfolds but left with a few lingering
questions, and so I kept researching.
Like many I had some prior exposure to death, not
all which had been good. My grandparents had
generally passed peacefully in their sleep, but I also
had relatives and family acquaintances who had
suffered a great deal as a result of motor neurone
disease or extended battles with cancer. Largely
because of those latter experiences I had been an
in-principle supporter of voluntary assisted dying
for some time, but now I found myself thinking in
detail about my own death.
As someone with cancer you tend to meet a lot
more people with cancer - in waiting rooms, in
chemotherapy wards and in support groups.
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Speaking to those fellow travellers with advanced
disease I found that many of us shared a fear of
what our deaths might entail, and what it would
mean for our families. Those of us who were young
parents harboured a very special kind of fear, about
how our kids would experience our deaths.
Perhaps the most emotional point of my entire
cancer journey came one evening when my then
five year old daughter refused to leave after visiting
me in hospital. I was heavily dosed with Fentanyl at
the time, a powerful painkiller, and its hallucinogenic
side effects combined with the sound of my little
girl screaming “I want my daddy” down the corridor
sparked an overwhelming sense of panic in me
about what my death might mean for my children.

All my conversations and research consistently
led me to the same conclusion. Palliative care can
ease most suffering associated with death for the
majority of people, but there is a small minority
of cases where the nature and / or extent of that
suffering simply cannot be managed. For this
small group of people death can be horrific. No
disease is the same and no patient is the same.
You can’t know if you’re going to be part of that
small minority, and therein lies the fear. I wanted to
understand what the options were for people who
found themselves in these terrible situations.
I began to research end-of-life choices and quickly
discovered that any form of assisted dying was
illegal in NSW but I was excited to discover that
a private members bill was already in the works
and that legislation was also moving forward in
Victoria. Naturally I paid close attention. I devoured
the report from the cross-parliamentary inquiry
in Victoria, and I looked at reports on how similar
legislation had been operating very successfully in
other parts of the world.

I was still on leave from work and doing regular
chemo cycles but I made a point of joining a
group of supporters of the NSW bill in front of
state Parliament in the week it was introduced.
I was devastated when the bill failed to pass in
the Upper House. I was also a little shocked. Any
poll ever done in NSW - and there have been
many over the decades people have been fighting
for this right - showed community support for
assisted dying for terminally ill people at 70% or
higher. Some of my faith in the political process
was restored when the Victorian Parliament
subsequently passed their legislation.
In the process of trying to understand why the
NSW bill failed my curiosity quickly gave rise to
anger. I spoke to a number of MPs and to the
organisations involved in fighting for the NSW
bill - Go Gentle Australia (founded by Andrew
Denton after his father’s death) and Dying with
Dignity NSW. What became immediately clear was
that while this is not a particularly controversial
issue in the general community, it is a right
that is strongly opposed by powerful religious
organisations in NSW. To be clear - most research
shows that even people who identify strongly with
any religions generally don’t oppose the right of
terminally ill people to access assisted dying. It is
the institutions themselves - the Catholic Church
and its peers - who have generally mounted well
resourced, coordinated opposition to assisted
dying legislation. In private, MPs would explain to
me why certain members of the upper and lower
house in NSW would have to vote against the right
because of direct or indirect connections to these
religious institutions, even if their constituents or
indeed their own conscience, would otherwise lead
them to support the right.
I’d been back at work full-time for ten months
after my initial treatment when a scan revealed
cancer had returned to my liver in January 2019.
This wasn’t a huge surprise. My doctors had
advised me to leave my chemo port in place
because my odds of recurrence we’re so high. I
took a month off to have another large section of
my liver removed, declined further chemotherapy
after being advised it would have little impact, and
went straight back to work full-time. I started a
new intensive surveillance regime - scanning every
Page | 7
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six months - and despite the odds being stacked
against me every subsequent scan has been clear.
In the last year two years the right to assisted dying
for the terminally ill has gained huge momentum
in Australia. The Victorian legislation took effect
in June 2019 and over a hundred people have
been able to access the right to assisted dying
there. Doctors and families are reporting amazing
stories of patients being liberated from suffering
and fear, and finding peace in their final days. At
the end of 2019 WA became the second Australian
state to legalise assisted dying and their law takes
effect in mid 2021. In November 2020 Tasmania’s
Legislative Council unanimously voted for their
End of Life Choices (Voluntary Assisted Dying)
Bill 2020. In Queensland, the recently elected
Labor government, who campaigned on the issue,
committed to bringing a bill before Parliament by
March 2021. In their October referendum 65%
of New Zealanders voted to support the End of
Life Choice Act, which will now become law in
November 2021.
Yet here in New South Wales the issue remains too
controversial, if only for our politicians. I’m now
told by those inside Parliament that the Berejiklian
Government expended too much political capital
on the Abortion Law Reform Bill and is too worried
about upsetting its more conservative factions
to risk support for a bill on assisted dying for the
terminally ill.
What makes this all so galling is that NSW
MPs known to be opposed to assisted dying
- members of the Christian Democrats and
Shooters, Fishers and Farmers parties for example
- hide behind untruths. They talk about the “risks”
of legislating for this right in NSW - they rave
about the potential for everything from elder abuse
to a ‘slippery slope’ of suicides - knowing full well
that over 200 million people around the world have
enjoyed these rights for a long time and none of
these jurisdictions have experienced these issues.
They also know that the NSW legislation would
include stringent safeguards.
While they morally posture people are suffering.
It’s estimated that a significant portion of
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suicides are attributable to people with terminal
illness trying to end their own suffering - often
clumsily. There are also stories of people who
find themselves accused of serious crimes simply
because they are trying to afford their loved ones
a dignity in death that our politicians are too
cowardly to provide. Then there is the far larger
group - to which I belong - who continue to suffer
from the fear that comes from not knowing what
their deaths might entail.
This is not about legalising suicide, as some
opponents seek to position it. Voluntary assisted
dying legislation is about giving people who
are facing the prospect of suffering a rational
choice. It is not a choice between life and death.
It is the choice of a terminally ill person about
the manner and timing of their death (which
is imminent and inevitable) and the level of
suffering that must be endured.
The situation in NSW is only allowed to continue
because of our collective apathy. Our politicians
can only ignore the issue as long as they think their
constituents won’t make it a political issue. The
irony of that is that death is a uniquely universal
issue. While it may touch some of us sooner
than others, every one of us has a vested interest
in ensuring that our legal frameworks support
compassion for the dying.
Please take a moment to let your local MP
know that this is not an issue than can wait for
future governments to solve.”

Scott Riddle and his wife, Amelia

NEWS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY
Historic moment
in Tasmania
On Tuesday 10 November, we witnessed an
historic event in the Tasmanian upper house.
At the Third Reading of independent MLC
Mike Gaffney’s End-of-Life Choices (Voluntary
Assisted Dying) Bill 2020, the final vote in
support was unanimous.
Supporters in the public gallery could hardly
believe what they had just witnessed. When
the speaker said, “All those in favour say aye”
all fifteen members of the Legislative Council
said “aye”. As far as we know, this has never
happened during an assisted dying debate
anywhere in the world.
Many believe it was the amendments made during
the Committee Stage of the debate that led to
the unanimous vote. Some of the amendments
included the introduction of a prognosis clause,
meaning a person must have been given six
months or less to live (or 12 months for a
neurodegenerative condition) before they can
apply to access the voluntary assisted dying
scheme, the patient would be required to make
three requests for the drugs over a prescribed
period dependent on their medical condition and
the process will be overseen by a commission of
five people.
Mike Gaffney delivered an emotional speech prior
to the vote.
“After a very long road, I have done my job and so
have the honourable members, my colleagues and
my friends in this chamber. I’m so proud how we
have worked and showcased our parliament to the
rest of the world,” he said.
“To Tasmanians who may be listening who
may seek assessment for the VAD process in
the future, I hope that this legislation, most
importantly, allows comfort and solace for the
challenges that lay ahead of you.”

A few weeks later, on Thursday 3 December, the
bill was introduced in the House of Assembly by
Health Minister, Sarah Courtney who said that
she was acting as the Liberal member for Bass,
not as minister. By the end of the day it was
clear that Tasmania was on track to become the
third Australian state to pass VAD laws when
the Premier, Peter Gutwein, deputy Premier,
Jeremy Rockliff, fellow Liberal, Nic Street and the
Health Minister, all indicated that they would be
supporting the bill.
“Tasmanians who are experiencing intolerable
suffering due to an advanced, incurable and
irreversible medical condition that is expected
to cause death, should be empowered to make
an informed choice about their end of life, while
ensuring rigorous safeguards are in place to
protect the vulnerable in our community,” said Ms
Courtney.
On the following day, Second Reading speeches
were finalised before the lower house MPs voted
17 – 7 in favour of the VAD Bill proceeding to the
Committee Stage of the debate. Labor and the
Greens voted unanimously in support of the bill,
and for the first time on this issue, Liberal MPs
were allowed a ‘true’ conscience vote resulting in
six Liberals voting in support of the law reform.
The legislation has now been referred to the
University of Tasmania for a review that will
compare the current bill to laws in Victoria and
WA, as well as VAD laws other countries. The bill is
expected to go to a final vote in March 2021, and if
passed, the law will come into effect in mid 2022.
Campaigners Natalie and Jacqui Gray, who have
been running the ‘Your Choice Tas’ grassroots
campaign following the traumatic death of
their mother in 2019, sat in the public gallery
throughout both debates.
“Mum desperately wanted voluntary assisted
dying in the last stages of her life, and we made
the promise to her that we would advocate so
others did not have to needlessly suffer the way
that she did,” Jacqui said.
Page | 9
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The sisters felt emotional but proud when
they witnessed the Second Reading vote in the
lower house.
“We’d already done the numbers, we’d met with
a number of the Members of Parliament and had
an indication as to how the vote would go today,”
said Jacqui.
“We’re representing the majority of Tasmanians
who desperately want this voluntary assisted
dying law legalised in Tasmania, to ensure that
Tasmanians have the right to a compassionate end
of life choice.”

be seen whether the LNP opposition will pressure
their MPs to vote against the Bill (as appeared to
be the case when Queensland Parliament debated
abortion decriminalisation in 2018).

South Australia
introduces VAD Bill
On Wednesday 2 December 2020 a new
Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill was simultaneously
introduced in both chambers of the South
Australian Parliament. Labor MLC Hon. Kyam
Maher tabled the bill in the Legislative Council
and, in the House of Assembly, the same VAD bill
was tabled by the Hon. Susan Close.
The introduction of the Private Members VAD
Bill came despite the Final Report of the Joint
Committee on End of Life Choices providing
findings rather than recommendations.

Labor win in Queensland
On Sunday 18 October 2020 Queensland Premier,
Annastacia Palaszczuk, used her election
campaign launch to announce that a re-elected
Labor government would table voluntary assisted
dying legislation in February 2021.
It was a calculated announcement that elevated
the issue of assisted dying law reform at a key
point in the election due to the contrasting
position of the Liberal National Party.
Labor won the election on 31 October, proving that
support for VAD laws is not “political poison”. The
Queensland Law Reform Commission is drafting
legislation which is expected to be introduced
and debated in parliament in early 2021. Both
major parties have confirmed that their MPs will
be granted a conscience vote but it remains to
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In Victoria and Western Australia, the
Parliamentary Inquiries recommended favourably
of introducing Voluntary Assisted Dying legislation,
however, in South Australia, the Joint Committee
made a series of findings, in relation to palliative
care, promotion of Advanced Care Directives,
and Voluntary Assisted Dying legislation. Finding
6, stated - ‘South Australia should monitor and
review the outcomes of the systems in Victoria and
Western Australia and should the Parliament at
some future date decide to legislate for a Voluntary
Assisted Dying scheme it should have regard of
how the different schemes could be integrated to
prevent any further hardship or trauma.’
President of the South Australian Voluntary
Euthanasia Society (SAVES), Frances Coombes
welcomed this progress.
“Now that one in three Australians living in the
states either side of South Australia will have
access to Voluntary Assisted Dying, there is no
longer any reason why MPs in South Australia can
be reluctant to support similar legislation here.”
The debate will commence when Parliament
resumes next year so the first half of 2021 is set
to be an extraordinary time for VAD advocates
around the country.

WHAT’S HAPPENING OVERSEAS
New Zealand referendum
succeeds
There was wonderful news from New Zealand
at the end of October when we heard that the
referendum to approve voluntary assisted dying
laws had passed by a very clear majority. As
you will remember, the New Zealand parliament
passed assisted dying legislation in 2019 but with
the condition that it would go to a referendum
in conjunction with the general election in
September. Kiwis were asked the following
question in the referendum - “Do you support the
End of Life Choice Act 2019 coming into force?”
and 65.2% voted Yes.
There was intense lobbying from both advocates
and opponents, including some very dodgy and
alarmist claims from the religious lobby, but in the
end New Zealanders spoke clearly on the issue
and the End of Life Choice Act became law.

New Zealand is the first country to put VAD
legislation to a referendum. The Act legalises
assisted dying for those with a terminal illness
and less than six months to live, if certified as
eligible by two doctors. The Act will come into
force on November 6 2021, 12 months after the
final vote was counted.
It seems the world is impressed by the way New
Zealand went about managing the issue of VAD
and politicians and advocates in several places
around the world have urged their countries to
follow New Zealand’s example.
We would like to congratulate our sister
organisation the End-of-Life Choice Society
of New Zealand and especially its President,
Mary Panko for their years of advocacy. We also
congratulate everyone involved with the End of
Life Choice Act Referendum Society which formed
shortly after the Act was passed and who ran the
very successful ‘Yes for Compassion’ campaign,
especially their Project Officer Frankie Bennett.
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Ireland
The possibility of voluntary assisted dying (VAD)
becoming legal in Ireland took a huge step in
early October when TDs (MPs) voted to send
the Dying with Dignity Bill to committee stage
in the Dáil (Irish Parliament).
The Dying with Dignity Bill, is based on the bill
proposed by TD John Halligan back in 2015.
The current bill was reintroduced in the Dáil
by TD Gino Kenny of Solidarity - People Before
Profit in September.
The debate commenced in September with
most parties saying they would allow a
conscience vote, and several parties including
Sinn Fein, the Labour Party and Fine Gael
saying they would support the bill.
Under its terms, a person could only seek
assistance to die if they had a terminal illness,
defined as one which is “incurable, progressive,
and… which cannot be reversed by treatment”.
This illness must be verified by two medical
practitioners. The person must also be aged
18 or over and resident in Ireland for at least
a year. A person who says that they want
assistance to end their own life must have the
capacity to do so, something which would also
be assessed by medical practitioners.
There is a good deal of support for assisted
dying law reform in the Irish community,
and in the media, but there are also vocal
opponents including the Catholic Church, some
sections of the disability lobby and the medical
establishment.
Some are calling for the issue to put it to a
referendum, which is how both abortion reform
and marriage equality were decided in Ireland,
with both referenda having a yes vote of more
than 60%.
Just prior to the historic vote at the second
reading, the Government attempted to slow
progress by trying to refer the legislation to a
special committee for one year. That attempt
however, was dramatically voted down by 86
votes to 65. The Bill is now in the Committee
stage where it will be subject to further scrutiny.

www.dwdnsw.org.au

Scotland
Following a number of unsuccessful attempts to
pass assisted dying laws over the past 10 years,
there are now signs of progress in Scotland as well.
In October this year a leading Scottish National
Party (SNP) activist Josh Aaron-Mennie, who had
watched his grandmother suffer in extreme pain
in the final days of her life, put forward a proposal
for a revised ‘Margo’s Law’ at the SNP Annual
Conference. Margo MacDonald was a former (SNP)
deputy leader who first championed measures
to make it easier for doctors to help terminally
ill people end their life in a dignified matter. Her
attempt ended in a resounding defeat in Holyrood
in 2010. The veteran campaigning politician, who
had Parkinson’s disease, died aged 70 in 2014. Her
bid was taken up in the following year by Patrick
Harvie, the Scottish Greens’ co-convener however,
his Assisted Suicide Bill also failed to get through
the Scottish Parliament.
A cross-party group on End of Life Choices has
now been established and MSPs returning to
the Scottish Parliament in 2021 will be asked to
consider assisted dying legislation. A recent poll
showed that 75% of Scots want assisted dying
laws so it is expected that the new legislation will
be successful.
There are also signs that Scottish doctors are
changing their position on assisted dying. A
recent survey carried out by the British Medical
Association (BMA) shows that half of Scotland’s
doctors support a change in the law. The research
also shows that just over one in three Scots
doctors would be willing to actively participate
in the process of prescribing drugs for eligible
patients to self-administer to end their own life.

United Kingdom
The campaign for assisted dying laws in the UK is
also gaining momentum.
A recent survey (mentioned on previous page)
conducted by the British Medical Association
(BMA) sought members’ views on whether the
law should permit doctors to prescribe drugs for
eligible patients to self-administer to end their
own life. Nearly 29,000 members of the BMA
responded, making it the largest ever survey of
medical opinion on assisted dying in the UK.
It found that a majority of doctors want the
organisation to drop its official policy of opposition,
with 40% in favour of a change to a supportive
position and 21% calling for a neutral stance.
In February this year the Royal College of General
Practitioners (RCGP) decided to maintain its
opposition to VAD despite a major member survey
noting a significant reduction in support for that
stance – from 77% in 2013 to just 47%.
The RCGP is facing a potential legal challenge
by two senior GP members who want it to end
its opposition to assisted dying. In a legal letter
Professors Sir Sam Everington and Aneez Esmail,
said that ‘by continuing to support the current
prohibition on assisted dying as a result of a
flawed and unlawful decision making process,
the College is failing in its obligations to properly
represent its members’ views’.
An eminent health expert who has terminal lung
cancer has also called for a change in the law to
allow assisted dying. Paul Cosford, 57, Emeritus
Medical Director at Public Health England, said
that he had never wanted to be a supporter
of assisted dying but that since receiving his
diagnosis he wanted the ability to take control of
his final days should he wish to do so. Professor
Cosford, who has never smoked, called it
‘inhumane’ that the ban on assisted dying meant
that rational, law-abiding people had to travel to
Switzerland to end their lives with their loved ones
risking prosecution.
The number of British citizens travelling to
Switzerland seeking a peaceful death is clearly
beginning to have an impact on UK politicians.
UK Secretary for Health and Social Care, Matt

Hancock, has confirmed that people who are
terminally ill are still allowed to travel to places
such as Switzerland to end their life under
current lockdown rules in England. Hancock has
acknowledged the need for more evidence and
discussion on the impact of the UK’s blanket ban
on assisted dying. He said that the government
“would consider collecting data on assisted
dying if it was felt that that would improve and
contribute to a sensitive debate in parliament on
this subject,” including determining the number
of people who travel from the UK to Switzerland
for an assisted death. In addition, Hancock
has agreed to talk with VAD campaigner, Noel
Conway, who suffers from motor neurone disease.
Noel Conway unsuccessfully petitioned the courts
to allow him a peaceful death, with his case
going all the way to the High Court before it was
eventually rejected. Noel’s plight has highlighted
vividly the lack of compassion in the present
situation and has been very significant in keeping
the issue alive in the public arena.

Spain
Legislation to legalise voluntary assisted dying
in Spain was introduced in January but progress
was delayed until September by the COVID -19
pandemic, at which time the legislature’s lower
chamber, the Congress of Deputies, approved
the bill. The bill will be debated in the Justice
Commission before parliamentary groups in the
Senate, the second chamber, will have a chance
to further negotiate the amendments that have
been incorporated.

Portugal
Portugal passed a preliminary suite of measures
to legalise assisted dying in February before
the legislation was sent to a committee to
harmonise the different suggested approaches.
In October a proposal to hold a national
referendum on decriminalising medically
assisted death was debated in the parliament,
but this was voted down, and the process will
now continue in parliament, with a final vote
expected in December.
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Canada
The House of Commons has given approval in
principle to a bill that would make it easier for
dying Canadians to get medical help to end their
suffering. Bill C-7 was passed by a vote of 24678, with only Conservative MPs voting against
it. The bill would amend the law on medical
assistance in dying to bring it into compliance
with a Quebec court ruling last autumn — a ruling
Conservatives have argued should have been
appealed to the Supreme Court. The ruling struck
down a provision in the law that restricted access
to assisted dying to those whose natural death is
reasonably foreseeable. The bill now moves on
to the House of Commons Justice Committee for
further study.
A fierce debate has broken out about the
impact of the new arrangements on people
with a disability, with disability groups arguing
that it sends a message that their lives are not
worth living. In evidence given to the Justice
Committee, one disabled advocate claimed he

was denied adequate care and pressured to think
about assisted dying. But while disability rights
organisations may be united in opposition to
the bill, the individuals they purport to represent
are not. One Senator, who is a Paralympian and
who is sponsoring the bill in the Senate, said in
an interview, “They (the disability groups) cannot
possibly represent and speak for all persons with a
disability. Obviously, because you know they don’t
speak for me”.
Despite a looming, court-imposed deadline of
18 December, according to the Justice Minister,
David Lametti, Conservatives are trying to delay
the final vote on Bill C-7. If the Bill is prevented
from being passed in time, Lametti argues that it
will create a legal void in Quebec.
“If we reach the court deadline and nothing has
changed, there will be no adequate safeguards in
Quebec for those whose death is not reasonably
foreseeable … I am unsure how the Conservatives
can accept that as a possible outcome if their
main concern is safeguards,” said Lametti.

In response to the growing momentum for change, independent Member for Sydney, Alex Greenwich will begin the
process of drafting legislation and getting the issue of voluntary assisted dying back on the parliamentary agenda in
New South Wales.
www.dwdnsw.org.au

REGIONAL AND OTHER GROUPS
Mid North Coast
Although COVID-19 restrictions have eased
slightly, it is unlikely that our group will meet again
until 2021.
Group members and supporters will continue to
be informed of current developments through the
DWD newsletters and email updates and hopefully
many of you will have taken part in the recent
online ‘Topical Talk’ on Voluntary Assisted Dying
hosted by the Port Macquarie Library. The virtual
‘Town Hall style’ Zoom event featured Dr Cam
McLaren, a medical oncologist who has played a
leading role in Victoria’s voluntary assisted dying
scheme, Shayne Higson, DWD Vice President and
local advocate Janet Cohen.
Should you require any further ‘local’ information,
please feel free to contact us:
Paul Newman - Convenor
Email: pmq@dwdnsw.org.au
Phone: 02 6582 0525

Central Coast
We are still unable to hold our regular meetings
due to the COVID-19 restrictions but we are
hoping that we may be able to hold another
face-to face meeting on Friday 19 February at the
usual venue. We will email everyone to confirm
the February meeting but in the meantime we
encourage members and supporters on the
Central Coast to follow the exciting developments
through this newsletter and the regular emails
from DWDNSW.

Christians Supporting
Choice for VAD
In recent months action has been centred on
Tasmania, where the End of Life Choices (VAD)
Bill has been debated at length and passed
unanimously in the upper house. It has since
passed the Second Reading stage in the lower
house 17 votes to 7. I was greatly impressed by
the respectful manner of the debate in the upper
house and was delighted to be invited, together
with our Tasmanian Representative, Norma
Jamieson, to give a briefing session for MLCs
from the Christian support for VAD angle, directly
after the Australian Christian Lobby spoke against
compassionate, end of life choice.
The thrust of my message was – “Our vision
essentially is – “Do unto others”, and “Love thy
neighbour”, which leads to “How is love best
served?” I pointed out: “Conservative Christians in
the past opposed the abolition of slavery, opposed
pain relief in childbirth for women, opposed
women becoming doctors and opposed voting
and property rights for women. In every case this
Christian opposition to social change has been
proven wrong!” I asked: “So how is love best
served for a person who is about to die, but has
suffering they find unbearable?”

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy
and healthy holiday.

“This is an issue in our society whose time has
come – The vast majority of Tasmanians trust that
you, their MPs, will conclude that Christian love
is best served by putting the patient in control of
their suffering, under the provisions of this Bill.
Those with religious, or other beliefs against VAD,
simply do not go through the rigorous process of
requesting it.”

Beverley Symons,
Coordinator, DWD NSW, Central Coast Group
Email: centralcoast@dwdnsw.org.au

If readers would like to ‘Add Your Name”
to our group, please join us today. It’s free!
https://christiansforvad.org.au/add-your-name/
Ian Wood
Spokesperson, Christians Supporting Choice for
Voluntary Assisted Dying
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MAKING A DONATION
We are totally reliant on membership fees, donations
and bequests to operate.
Donations can be made via our website –
First Name:

For more information
Visit www.dwdnsw.org.au
Alternatively, you can make a donation via our
other payment options.

Surname:

Please post your completed form to:
DWD NSW
PO BOX 25
BROADWAY NSW 2007

Address:

Or scan the completed form and email the
copy to us at dwd@dwdnsw.org.au
Payment Details
Please select ONE payment option below:
I will deposit the amount into the Westpac
bank account:
Dying with Dignity NSW
BSB: 032 249
Account: 160 719

Phone:

Email:

I enclose a cheque or money order (payable
to DWD NSW)
 lease charge my Mastercard or Visa Card
P
(as per details below)

Card holder name:
Card number

Expiry Date

CCV number – last 3 digits on back of card

Card holders signature:
Total amount to be charged to your card
www.dwdnsw.org.au

$

