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END-OF-LIFE CHOICES (VOLUNTARY ASSISTED 

DYING) BILL 2020 

(Brought in by the Honourable Michael Gaffney) 

A BILL FOR  

An Act to enable persons to voluntarily receive assistance, 

in certain circumstances, to end their lives, to provide 

legislative protection for persons who provide such 

assistance, and for related purposes 

Be it enacted by Her Excellency the Governor of Tasmania, by 

and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and 

House of Assembly, in Parliament assembled, as follows: 

 

PART 1 ï PRELIMINARY  

 1. Short title 

This Act may be cited as the End-of-Life Choices 

(Voluntary Assisted Dying) Act 2020. 

 2. Commencement 

This Act commences on a day to be proclaimed, 

but if this Act has not commenced before the 

second anniversary of the day on which it 

receives the Royal Assent it commences on that 

second anniversary. 
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 3. Act binds Crown 

This Act binds the Crown in right of Tasmania 

and, so far as the legislative power of Parliament 

permits, in all its other capacities. 

 4. Interpretation  

In this Act, unless the contrary intention 

appears ï 

AHP, in relation to a person, means the person 

who is the administering health 

practitioner in relation to the person 

under section 38 and who has not ceased 

under section 49 to be the AHP in 

relation to the person; 

ambulance officer has the same meaning as in 

the Ambulance Service Act 1982; 

approved means approved by the Registrar;  

approved assisted dying training means a 

course of training approved by the 

Registrar under section 54; 

authorised medical practitioner, in relation to 

a person, means a person who is, under 

section 44, an authorised medical 

practitioner in relation to the person; 

CMP, in relation to a person, means a person 

who is, under section 23(5), a consulting 

medical practitioner in relation to the 

person and who has not ceased under 
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section 48 to be a CMP in relation to the 

person; 

decision-making capacity ï see section 10; 

driver licence means a licence, permit or other 

authorisation issued under an Act of this 

State, another State, or a Territory, 

authorising another person to drive; 

eligible to seek assistance to die ï see 

section 8;  

final permission, in relation to a person, 

means a final permission given by the 

person under section 40(1);  

final request in relation to a person, means a 

final request made by the person under 

section 27; 

first request, in relation to a person, means a 

first request made by the person under 

section 14; 

health care provider, in relation to a person, 

means a person who owns or operates 

premises at which the first-mentioned 

person resides and at which health 

services are or may be provided to the 

first-mentioned person by or on behalf of 

the person who owns or operates the 

premises;  

medical practitioner means a person who is 

registered under the Health Practitioner 

Regulation National Law (Tasmania) in 
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the medical profession (other than a 

student) and who is not a psychiatrist; 

member of the family, in relation to a person, 

means a person who is ï 

 (a) the father, mother, grandfather or 

grandmother of the person; or 

 (b) the spouse of the person; or 

 (c) a brother, sister, niece or nephew 

of the person; or 

 (d) a person in a family relationship, 

within the meaning of the 

Relationships Act 2003, with the 

person; or 

 (e) a person in a caring relationship, 

within the meaning of the 

Relationships Act 2003, with the 

person; or 

 (f) a child, or grandchild, of the 

person; 

pharmacist means a person who holds general 

registration under the Health Practitioner 

Regulation National Law (Tasmania) in 

the pharmacy profession (other than a 

student);  

PMP, in relation to a person, means a person ï  

 (a) who is, under section 15(6), or 

who becomes, under 

section 29(5), the primary 
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medical practitioner in relation to 

the person; and 

 (b) who has not ceased under 

section 46 to be the PMP in 

relation to the person; 

psychiatrist means a person registered under 

the Health Practitioner Regulation 

National Law as a medical practitioner in 

the speciality of psychiatry (other than as 

a student); 

psychologist means a person registered under 

the Health Practitioner Regulation 

National Law to practise psychology 

(other than as a student); 

registered health practitioner means a person 

registered under the Health Practitioner 

Regulation National Law to practise a 

health profession (other than as a 

student);  

registered nurse means a person registered 

under the Health Practitioner Regulation 

National Law (Tasmania) in the nursing 

profession whose name is entered on 

Division 1 of the Register of Nurses, kept 

under that Law, as a registered nurse; 

Registrar means the person appointed under 

section 50(1) to be the Registrar and 

includes a person who is the Deputy 

Registrar under section 50(3); 
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relevant facts in relation to receiving 

assistance to die ï see section 7; 

relevant information about eligibility, in 

relation to a person, means the relevant 

information about eligibility, specified in 

section 6, in relation to the person; 

relevant medical condition ï see section 5; 

request, in relation to a person, means ï  

 (a) a first request from the person; or 

 (b) a second request from the person; 

or 

 (c) a final request from the person; 

residency requirements ï see section 11;  

second request, in relation to a person, means 

a second request made by the person 

under section 18(1); 

spouse, in relation to a person, means ï  

 (a) the husband or wife of the 

person; and 

 (b) a person in a significant 

relationship, within the meaning 

of the Relationships Act 2003, 

with the person; 

VAD substance prescription authorisation, in 

relation to a person, means a VAD 

substance prescription authorisation, in 
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relation to the person, that is issued under 

section 31(3)(a);  

VAD substance means a substance that is 

approved by the Registrar and that, when 

administered to, or self-administered by, 

a person in accordance with the 

instructions of an AHP, is likely to cause 

the death of the person; 

VAD substance prescription means a VAD 

substance prescription issued by a PMP 

under section 32(1)(a); 

voluntary assisted dying process, in relation 

to a person, means the following: 

 (a) the making by the person under 

section 14 of a first request; 

 (b) a determination under section 17 

of a first request made by the 

person; 

 (c) the making by the person under 

section 18 of a second request; 

 (d) a determination under section 21 

in relation to the person; 

 (e) a referral under section 22 by the 

PMP in relation to the person; 

 (f) a determination under section 25 

in relation to the person; 

 (g) the making by the person of a 

final request under section 27; 
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 (h) a determination under section 28 

of a final request made by the 

person; 

 (i) a request to the Registrar under 

section 31(1) for a VAD 

substance prescription 

authorisation in relation to the 

person;  

 (j) the determination under 

section 31(3) by the Registrar of 

an application for a VAD 

substance prescription 

authorisation in relation to the 

person;  

 (k) the issue under section 32 of a 

VAD substance prescription, in 

relation to the person, by the 

PMP in relation to the person; 

 (l) the supply under section 33 of a 

VAD substance, to the PMP in 

relation to the person; 

 (m) the supply, under section 35, of a 

VAD substance by the PMP in 

relation to the person, to the AHP 

in relation to the person; 

 (n) the giving of advice under 

section 36 in relation to the 

person; 

 (o) the deciding under section 39 of 

the decision-making capacity of 
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the person and the giving to the 

person of advice under that 

section by the AHP in relation to 

the person; 

 (p) the giving by the person of a final 

permission under section 40; 

 (q) the supply or administration, to 

the person, under section 41, by 

the AHP in relation to the person, 

of a VAD substance. 

 5. Relevant medical condition 

 (1) For the purposes of this Act ï 

relevant medical condition, in relation to a 

person, means a disease, illness, injury, 

or medical condition, of the person that is 

serious, incurable and irreversible. 

 (2) Despite subsection (1), a mental illness, within 

the meaning of the Mental Health Act 2013 is 

not a relevant medical condition for the purposes 

of this Act. 

 (3) Despite subsection (1), a disability, within the 

meaning of the Disability Services Act 2011, is 

not a relevant medical condition for the purposes 

of this Act. 
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 6. Relevant information about eligibility 

For the purposes of this Act, the relevant 

information about eligibility, in relation to a 

person, is information as to ï 

 (a) whether the person has attained the age 

of 18 years; and 

 (b) whether the person meets the residency 

requirements; and 

 (c) whether the person has decision-making 

capacity; and 

 (d) whether the person is suffering 

intolerably in relation to a relevant 

medical condition; and 

 (e) the prognosis in relation to ï 

 (i) the relevant medical condition or 

the relevant medical condition 

together with other medical 

conditions of the person; and 

 (ii)  any complications that have 

arisen in relation to the treatment 

of the relevant medical condition 

or the combination of that 

treatment with the treatment of 

other medical conditions of the 

person; and 

 (f) the treatment options, reasonably 

available to the person, that may relieve 

the mental or physical suffering of the 
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person that is related to, or occurs in 

anticipation of the effect of ï  

 (i) the relevant medical condition or 

the relevant medical condition 

together with other medical 

conditions of the person; or 

 (ii)  the treatment of the relevant 

medical condition or the 

combination of that treatment 

with the treatment of other 

medical conditions of the person; 

or 

 (iii)  complications that have arisen, or 

may arise, in relation to the 

treatment of the relevant medical 

condition or its treatment or the 

combination of that treatment 

with the treatment of other 

medical conditions of the person. 

 7. Relevant facts in relation to receiving assistance to 

die 

For the purposes of this Act, the relevant facts in 

relation to receiving assistance to die are 

information, in a form approved by the 

Registrar, that includes the following: 

 (a) information as to the operation of this 

Act; 
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 (b) information as to how the personôs 

eligibility to seek assistance to die is to 

be determined; 

 (c) information as to the functions of the 

Registrar and contact details for the 

Registrar; 

 (d) information as to what assistance to die 

the person may receive from a PMP or an 

AHP; 

 (e) information as to where advice in 

relation to palliative care, or other 

treatment or pain relief, may be obtained. 
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PART 2 ï PERSONS WHO MAY SEEK ASSISTANCE 

TO DIE  

 8. When person is eligible to seek assistance to die 

For the purposes of this Act, a person is eligible 

to seek assistance to die if ï 

 (a) the person has attained the age of 18 

years; and 

 (b) the person meets the residency 

requirements; and  

 (c) the person has decision-making capacity; 

and 

 (d) the person is suffering intolerably in 

relation to a relevant medical condition. 

 9. When person is suffering intolerably in relation to 

relevant medical condition 

For the purposes of this Act, a person is 

suffering intolerably in relation to a relevant 

medical condition if  ï 

 (a) the person has a relevant medical 

condition; and  

 (b) persistent suffering that is, in the opinion 

of the person, intolerable, is being caused 

to the person by any one or more of the 

following: 
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 (i) the relevant medical condition, or 

the relevant medical condition 

together with other medical 

conditions of the person, or 

anticipation of the suffering that 

may arise from the relevant 

medical condition or the relevant 

medical condition together with 

other medical conditions of the 

person; 

 (ii)  the treatment that the person has 

received, or the anticipation of 

the treatment that the person may 

receive, in relation to the relevant 

medical condition or the 

combination of that treatment 

with the treatment of other 

medical conditions of the person;  

 (iii)  the complications arising from, or 

related to, or the anticipation of 

the complications that may arise 

from, or be related to, the 

treatment of the relevant medical 

condition of the person or the 

combination of that treatment 

with the treatment of other 

medical conditions of the person; 

and 

 (c) there is no reasonably available medical 

treatment that, having regard to both the 

treatment and the consequences, 

including side effects of the treatment, is 

reasonably likely to ï 
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 (i) improve the personôs relevant 

medical condition, or overall 

health and wellbeing, in a 

manner, to an extent, and in a 

period of time, that is acceptable 

to the person; and 

 (ii)  in the opinion of the person, 

lessen the personôs suffering to an 

extent that is acceptable to the 

person. 

 10. When person has decision-making capacity 

 (1) In this section ï 

decision, in relation to a person, means ï  

 (a) a decision by the person, for the 

purposes of section 12, that the 

person wishes another person to 

make a relevant communication 

on behalf of the person; or 

 (b) the making, by the person, of a 

request; or 

 (c) the giving, by the person, of a 

final permission. 

 (2) For the purposes of this Act, a person has 

decision-making capacity in relation to a 

decision if the decision is made voluntarily and, 

when the person makes the decision, the person 

has the capacity to ï 
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 (a) understand the information or advice that 

is reasonably required in order to be able 

to make the decision; and 

 (b) remember such information or advice to 

the extent necessary to make the 

decision; and 

 (c) use or evaluate the information or advice 

for the purposes of making the decision; 

and 

 (d) communicate the decision, and the 

personôs opinions in relation to the 

decision, whether by speech, in writing, 

by gesture or by other means. 

 (3) For the purposes of subsection (2), a decision is 

made voluntarily by the person if the decision is 

not made by the person under duress, coercion, 

or because of a threat of punishment or 

unfavourable treatment, or a promise to give a 

reward or benefit, to the person or another 

person. 

 (4) For the purposes of subsection (2) ï 

 (a) a person is to be taken to have decision-

making capacity in relation to a decision 

unless there is evidence to the contrary; 

and 

 (b) a person is taken to understand 

information and advice in relation to the 

making of a decision if it reasonably 

appears that he or she is able to 



End-of-Life Choices (Voluntary Assisted Dying) Act 2020  

Act No.  of 2020  

Part 2 ï Persons Who May Seek Assistance to Die s. 11 

 

 21  

understand an explanation of the 

consequences of making the decision. 

 (5) In determining whether or not a person has 

decision-making capacity in relation to a 

decision, regard must be had to each of the 

following: 

 (a) a person may have the capacity to make 

some decisions and not others; 

 (b) a personôs lack of capacity to make a 

decision may be temporary and not 

permanent;  

 (c) an assumption that a person does not 

have the capacity to make a decision 

should not be made ï 

 (i) on the basis of the personôs 

appearance; or 

 (ii)  because the person makes a 

decision that another person may 

consider to be unwise. 

 11. When person meets residency requirements 

 (1) For the purposes of this Act, a person meets the 

residency requirements if ï 

 (a) the person is an Australian citizen or a 

permanent resident of Australia; and 

 (b) the person ï 

 (i) was born in Tasmania; or 
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 (ii)  has been ordinarily resident in 

Tasmania for at least 12 

continuous months at any time 

before the person makes, or 

made, a first request. 

 (2) A PMP in relation to a person may request the 

Registrar to advise the PMP whether the person 

meets the residency requirements. 

 (3) The Registrar may, after receiving a request 

under subsection (2) from a PMP in relation to a 

person, advise the PMP, in writing, that the 

person ï 

 (a) meets the residency requirements; or 

 (b) does not meet the residency 

requirements. 

 (4) If the Registrar, under subsection (3) ï  

 (a) advises a PMP in relation to a person that 

the person meets the residency 

requirements, the person is to be taken 

for the purposes of this Act to meet the 

residency requirements; or 

 (b) advises a PMP in relation to a person that 

the person does not meet the residency 

requirements, the person is to be taken 

for the purposes of this Act not to meet 

the residency requirements. 

 (5) For the purposes of this Act, evidence of a 

person being, or not being, at a particular time, 

ordinarily resident in Tasmania includes, but is 
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not limited to including, evidence of any of the 

following: 

 (a) the day on which the person was issued a 

driver licence under an Act of the State, 

or an Act of another State or a Territory; 

 (b) the day on which the person became, 

under an Act of the Commonwealth or 

the State, enrolled to vote for a member 

of the Tasmanian parliament or for a 

member of the Commonwealth 

parliament who is to represent Tasmania; 

 (c) the day on which the person became, 

under an Act of the Commonwealth or of 

another State or a Territory, enrolled to 

vote for the parliament of another State 

or a Territory or to vote for a member of 

the Commonwealth parliament who is to 

represent another State or a Territory; 

 (d) the day on which the person purchased 

property, entered into a lease of property 

or entered into, under the Residential 

Tenancy Act 1997, a residential tenancy 

agreement; 

 (e) the existence of a lease, granted by or to 

the person, in relation to residential 

premises situated in another State or a 

Territory; 

 (f) the existence of a statutory declaration 

from the person as to where, at a 

particular time, the person is or was 

ordinarily resident. 
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PART 3 ï COMMUNICATION OF, AN D 

WITHDRAWAL OF, REQUE STS 

 12. Communication to be made by person may be made 

by another person in certain circumstances 

 (1) In this section ï 

relevant communication means any of the 

following: 

 (a) a first request;  

 (b) a statement to a relevant 

practitioner under section 13;  

 (c) the designation of a person, under 

section 18(3)(a)(ii), 

section 27(3)(b) or 

section 40(1)(b), to complete and 

sign, or complete or sign, a 

second request, a final request, or 

a final permission, on another 

personôs behalf;  

 (d) any other communication made 

to a relevant practitioner, in 

relation to a communication 

referred to in another paragraph 

of this definition; 

relevant practitioner means a PMP, CMP or 

AHP. 

 (2) A relevant communication that may be made or 

given by a person (the patient) to a relevant 

practitioner under this Act may, if ï 
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 (a) the patient is unable to communicate to a 

person who is unfamiliar with the 

patientôs method of communication; and 

 (b) the patientôs means of communication is 

comprehensible to another person who is 

familiar with the patient or the method of 

communication ï 

be made to the relevant practitioner by the other 

person, if the relevant practitioner is satisfied 

that the patient has decision-making capacity and 

that the patient wishes the person to make 

relevant communications on behalf of the 

patient. 

 (3) A relevant communication that may be made or 

given by a person (the patient) to a relevant 

practitioner under this Act may, if the patient is 

unable to communicate to the relevant 

practitioner in a language in which both the 

patient and the relevant practitioner are fluent, be 

made by a person who is fluent in that language, 

if the relevant practitioner is satisfied that the 

patient has decision-making capacity and that the 

patient wishes the person to make relevant 

communications on behalf of the patient. 

 (4) If a relevant communication that may be made or 

given by a person under this Act may, under this 

section, be made or given by another person, the 

relevant communication may be made orally or 

in writing by the other person. 



 End-of-Life Choices (Voluntary Assisted Dying) Act 2020 

 Act No.  of 2020 

s. 13 Part 3 ï Communication of, and Withdrawal of, Requests 

 

 26  

 13. Person may cause voluntary assisted dying process 

to cease at any time 

 (1) A person may at any time, orally or in writing, 

inform the PMP, or the AHP, in relation to the 

person that the person no longer seeks assistance 

to die. 

 (2) If a PMP, or AHP, in relation to a person is 

informed by the person under subsection (1) that 

the person no longer seeks assistance to die, the 

voluntary assisted dying process, begun by the 

making of the first request by the person, ceases 

in relation to the person. 

 (3) Nothing in subsection (2) is to be taken to 

prevent a person from making another first 

request and the voluntary assisted dying process 

beginning again, accordingly, in relation to the 

person. 

 (4) A PMP in relation to a person who is not the 

AHP in relation to the person must, if the PMP is 

informed by the person under subsection (1) that 

the person no longer seeks assistance to die, as 

soon as reasonably practicable ï 

 (a) make a record, in the personôs medical 

record, that the person no longer seeks 

assistance to die; and 

 (b) notify the AHP in relation to the person 

that the person no longer seeks assistance 

to die; and 

 (c) notify the CMP, if any, in relation to the 

person; and 
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 (d) notify the Registrar, in the approved 

form, that the person no longer seeks 

assistance to die. 

 (5) An AHP in relation to a person who is informed 

by the person under subsection (1) that the 

person no longer seeks assistance to die must, as 

soon as reasonably practicable ï 

 (a) if the AHP is a medical practitioner, 

make a record, in the medical records 

kept by the practitioner in relation to the 

person, that the person no longer seeks 

assistance to die; and 

 (b) if the AHP is not the PMP in relation to 

the person, notify, as soon as practicable, 

the PMP in relation to the person that the 

person no longer seeks assistance to die; 

and 

 (c) notify the Registrar, in the approved 

form, that the person no longer seeks 

assistance to die. 

 (6) If the PMP in relation to a person has been 

notified under subsection (5)(b) by the AHP in 

relation to the person that the person no longer 

seeks assistance to die, the PMP must, as soon as 

reasonably practicable ï  

 (a) make a record, in the medical records 

kept by the PMP in relation to the 

person, that the person no longer seeks 

assistance to die; and 
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 (b) notify the CMP, if any, in relation to the 

person. 



End-of-Life Choices (Voluntary Assisted Dying) Act 2020  

Act No.  of 2020  

Part 4 ï First Requests s. 14 

 

 29  

PART 4 ï FIRST REQUESTS 

 14. First request to seek assistance to die 

 (1) A person who wishes to seek assistance to die 

may, orally or in writing, request a medical 

practitioner to determine whether the person is 

eligible to seek assistance to die. 

 (2) Subject to subsection (3), if a person makes a 

request under subsection (1) to a medical 

practitioner, the person is taken for the purposes 

of this Act to have made a first request to the 

medical practitioner. 

 (3) A person is not to be taken to have made a first 

request under subsection (1) to a medical 

practitioner unless ï  

 (a) the person has received from the medical 

practitioner the relevant facts in relation 

to receiving assistance to die; and 

 (b) the person has clearly indicated to the 

medical practitioner that the person seeks 

assistance to die. 

 (4) If a person has attempted to make under 

subsection (1) a first request to the practitioner 

but has not received from the medical 

practitioner the relevant facts in relation to 

receiving assistance to die, the medical 

practitioner must give to the person the relevant 

facts in relation to receiving assistance to die. 
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 15. Acceptance or refusal of first request 

 (1) A medical practitioner to whom a first request is 

made by a person under section 14(1) may ï 

 (a) accept the request; or  

 (b) refuse to accept the request. 

 (2) A medical practitioner to whom a first request is 

made by a person under section 14(1) must 

refuse to accept the request if the medical 

practitioner is not an authorised medical 

practitioner in relation to the person. 

 (3) A medical practitioner to whom a first request is 

made by a person under section 14(1) may refuse 

under subsection (1) to accept the request for any 

reason, including but not limited to because the 

medical practitioner has a conscientious 

objection to providing assistance to the person to 

die. 

 (4) A medical practitioner to whom a first request is 

made by a person under section 14(1) is not 

required to provide to any person reasons for 

accepting, or refusing to accept, the request. 

 (5) A medical practitioner who refuses under 

subsection (1)(b) to accept a first request from a 

person under section 14(1) must, as soon as 

reasonably practicable, note on the medical 

practitionerôs medical records in relation to the 

person that the person has made a first request 

and that the medical practitioner has refused to 

accept the request. 
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 (6) A medical practitioner who accepts under 

subsection (1)(a) a first request from a person 

under section 14(1) becomes the primary 

medical practitioner (the PMP) in relation to the 

person. 

 (7) A PMP in relation to a person who has accepted 

under subsection (1)(a) a first request from the 

person must, as soon as reasonably practicable ï  

 (a) notify the person of the determination; 

and 

 (b) note on the medical practitionerôs 

medical records in relation to the person 

that the person has made a first request 

and that the medical practitioner has 

accepted the request; and 

 (c) notify the Registrar, in the approved 

form, that the medical practitioner has 

accepted a first request from the person. 

 16. PMP to obtain and give person relevant 

information about eligibility  

 (1) A PMP in relation to a person may, for the 

purpose of enabling the PMP to determine the 

first request from the person, do any one or more 

of the following: 

 (a) refer the person to another medical 

practitioner for examination;  

 (b) request the person to provide to the PMP 

all information that the PMP reasonably 
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requires in order to make the 

determination;  

 (c) request a medical practitioner to provide 

to the PMP copies of the medical records 

of the person that are in the possession of 

the medical practitioner and that the PMP 

reasonably requires in order for the PMP 

to make the determination;  

 (d) request a psychiatrist, psychologist, 

registered health practitioner, or any 

other person who the PMP thinks fit, to 

provide to the PMP the information that 

the PMP reasonably requires in order to 

make the determination. 

 (2) A PMP in relation to a person who accepts under 

section 15(1)(a) a first request from the person 

must, before determining the request under 

section 17, give to the person the relevant 

information in relation to the personôs first 

request. 

 (3) The relevant information in relation to a personôs 

first request is ï 

 (a) information as to ï  

 (i) the relevant medical condition of 

the person and any other medical 

conditions of the person that may 

affect the relevant medical 

condition or its treatment; and 

 (ii)  treatment of the relevant medical 

condition that has been, or may 
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be, administered to the person; 

and 

 (iii)  treatment, of other medical 

conditions of the person, that may 

have affected, or may affect, the 

relevant medical condition or its 

treatment and that has been, or 

may be, administered to the 

person; and 

 (b) information as to any complications that 

have arisen, or that may arise, from the 

treatment of the relevant medical 

condition or other medical conditions of 

the person; and 

 (c) the prognosis in relation to ï 

 (i) the relevant medical condition or 

the relevant medical condition 

together with other medical 

conditions of the person; and 

 (ii)  any complications that have 

arisen, or may arise, in relation to 

the treatment of the relevant 

medical condition or the 

combination of that treatment 

with the treatment of other 

medical conditions of the person; 

and 

 (d) the treatment options, reasonably 

available to the person, that may relieve 

the suffering of the person that is related 
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to any of the following or to anticipation 

of any of the following: 

 (i) the relevant medical condition or 

the relevant medical condition 

together with other medical 

conditions of the person; 

 (ii)  the treatment of the relevant 

medical condition or the 

combination of that treatment 

with the treatment of other 

medical conditions of the person;  

 (iii)  complications that have arisen, or 

may arise, in relation to the 

treatment of the relevant medical 

condition or its treatment or the 

combination of that treatment 

with the treatment of other 

medical conditions of the person; 

and 

 (e) any palliative care that may reasonably 

be able to be provided to the person. 

 (4) As soon as reasonably practicable after giving to 

a person the relevant information in relation to 

the personôs first request, the PMP in relation to 

the person is to give, to the Registrar, notice, in 

the approved form, that the PMP has given to the 

person that information. 
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 17. Determination of first request 

 (1) A PMP in relation to a person who accepts under 

section 15(1)(a) a first request from the person 

must determine the request by ï 

 (a) determining that the person is eligible to 

seek assistance to die; or 

 (b) determining that the person is not eligible 

to seek assistance to die. 

 (2) A determination of a first request under 

subsection (1) made by a person may only be 

made by the PMP in relation to the person if ï  

 (a) the PMP has, after accepting under 

section 15(1)(a) the first request from the 

person, met the person, in person or by 

way of audio-visual link; and  

 (b) the PMP, having so met the person, is 

able to determine the decision-making 

capacity of the person. 

 (3) A PMP in relation to a person ï 

 (a) is not to determine under 

subsection (1)(b) that the person is not 

eligible to seek assistance to die, by 

reason only that the PMP does not have 

sufficient information to enable the PMP 

to determine that the person is eligible to 

seek assistance to die; but 

 (b) may refuse to determine under 

subsection (1) the first request by the 
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person until the PMP has sufficient 

information to enable the PMP to make 

the determination. 

 (4) A PMP in relation to a person must determine 

under subsection (1) a first request by the person 

by determining under subsection (1)(a) that the 

person is eligible to seek assistance to die, if the 

PMP is satisfied that the person is eligible under 

section 8 to seek assistance to die. 

 (5) A determination under subsection (1) of a first 

request by a person is to be in writing and is to 

contain the relevant information about eligibility 

in relation to the person. 

 (6) A PMP in relation to a person who has made a 

determination under subsection (1) in relation to 

the person must, as soon as reasonably 

practicable ï 

 (a) notify the person of the determination; 

and 

 (b) place, on the PMPôs medical records in 

relation to the person, the determination 

or a copy of the determination; and 

 (c) give to the Registrar a copy of the 

determination. 
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PART 5 ï SECOND REQUESTS 

 18. Second request  

 (1) A person may, if the PMP in relation to the 

person has determined a first request from the 

person by determining under section 17(1)(a) 

that the person is eligible to seek assistance to 

die, make a second request to the PMP. 

 (2) A person must not make a second request to the 

PMP in relation to the person within 48 hours of 

the person having made a first request to the 

PMP under section 14(1), unless, in the opinion 

of the PMP ï 

 (a) the person is likely to die within 7 days; 

or 

 (b) the person is likely to cease to have 

decision-making capacity within 48 

hours. 

 (3) A person makes under subsection (1) a second 

request to the PMP in relation to the person by 

providing to the PMP an instrument in writing in 

the approved form ï  

 (a) completed, and signed, by ï 

 (i) the person; or 

 (ii)  if the person is unable to 

complete or sign the instrument ï 

an adult designated by the person 

to complete or sign, or to 
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complete and sign, the instrument 

on the personôs behalf; and 

 (b) witnessed, in the presence of the person, 

by at least 2 adults who have observed 

the instrument being completed and 

signed in accordance with paragraph (a). 

 (4) A person must not designate, under 

subsection (3)(a)(ii), any of the following 

persons to complete or sign, or complete and 

sign, a second request on his or her behalf: 

 (a) the PMP in relation to the person;  

 (b) the CMP in relation to the person;  

 (c) a witness to the second request. 

 19. Certain persons may not witness a second request 

 (1) One of the witnesses to a personôs second 

request must not be any one or more of the 

following persons: 

 (a) a member of the family of the person;  

 (b) a person who, at the time of witnessing 

the request, knows or believes that he or 

she is likely to, either directly or 

indirectly, receive a financial benefit as a 

result of the death of the person to whom 

the request relates; 

 (c) a person who is a health care provider in 

relation to the person or an employee or 
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agent of a health care provider in relation 

to the person;  

 (d) a person who is a resident in the facility, 

owned or operated by a health care 

provider in relation to the person, in 

which the person making the request 

resides. 

 (2) The following persons must not be a witness to a 

personôs second request: 

 (a) the PMP in relation to the person; 

 (b) the CMP in relation to the person; 

 (c) another person who completes or signs, 

or completes and signs, the second 

request for and on behalf of the person 

making the second request. 

 20. PMP may refer person, request further 

information, &c.  

A PMP in relation to a person may, for the 

purpose of enabling the PMP to determine the 

second request of the person, do any one or more 

of the following: 

 (a) refer the person to another medical 

practitioner for examination;  

 (b) request the person to give to the PMP all 

information that the PMP may 

reasonably require in order to make the 

determination;  
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 (c) request a medical practitioner to give to 

the PMP a copy of the medical records of 

the person that are in the possession of 

the medical practitioner and that the PMP 

may reasonably require in order for the 

PMP to make the determination;  

 (d) request a psychiatrist, psychologist, 

registered health practitioner, or any 

other person who the PMP thinks fit, to 

give to the PMP the information that the 

PMP may reasonably require in order to 

make the determination. 

 21. Determination of second request 

 (1) A PMP in relation to a person to whom a second 

request is made by the person under section 18 

must determine the request by ï 

 (a) determining that the person is eligible to 

seek assistance to die; or 

 (b) determining that the person is not eligible 

to seek assistance to die. 

 (2) A determination under subsection (1) of a 

second request made by a person may only be 

made by the PMP in relation to a person if ï  

 (a) the PMP, after receiving the second 

request, has met the person, in person or 

by way of audio-visual link; and 
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 (b) the PMP, having so met the person, is 

able to determine the decision-making 

capacity of the person. 

 (3) A PMP in relation to a person ï 

 (a) is not to determine under 

subsection (1)(b) that the person is not 

eligible to seek assistance to die, by 

reason only that the PMP does not have 

sufficient information to determine that 

the person is eligible to seek assistance to 

die; but 

 (b) may refuse to make a determination 

under subsection (1) until the PMP has 

sufficient information to enable the PMP 

to make the determination. 

 (4) A PMP in relation to a person must determine 

under subsection (1) a second request by the 

person by determining under subsection (1)(a) 

that the person is eligible to seek assistance to 

die, if the PMP is satisfied that the person is 

eligible under section 8 to seek assistance to die. 

 (5) A determination under subsection (1) of a 

second request by a person is to be in writing 

and is to contain the relevant information about 

eligibility in relation to the person. 

 (6) A PMP in relation to a person who makes a 

determination under subsection (1) in relation to 

the person must, as soon as reasonably 

practicable ï 
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 (a) notify the person of the determination; 

and 

 (b) place on the PMPôs medical records in 

relation to the person the determination 

or a copy of the determination; and 

 (c) give to the Registrar a copy of the 

determination. 

 22. PMP to refer person to CMP for second opinion 

 (1) A PMP in relation to a person who has 

determined a second request from the person by 

determining under section 21(1)(a) that the 

person is eligible to seek assistance to die must, 

in writing, refer the person to another medical 

practitioner for that medical practitioner to 

determine whether or not the person is eligible to 

seek assistance to die. 

 (2) Subject to subsection (3), if a medical 

practitioner to whom a person is referred under 

subsection (1) ï 

 (a) refuses under section 23(1)(b) to accept 

the referral; or 

 (b) ceases under section 48 to be the CMP in 

relation to the person; or 

 (c) determines under section 25(1)(b) that 

the person is not eligible to seek 

assistance to die ï 

the PMP may refer the person to another medical 

practitioner under subsection (1). 
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 (3) A PMP in relation to a person must not refer the 

person under subsection (1) to a medical 

practitioner if 2 CMPs in relation to the person 

have determined a referral, made to them by the 

PMP under subsection (1), by determining under 

section 25(1)(b) that the person is not eligible to 

seek assistance to die. 
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PART 6 ï REFERRAL TO CMP  

 23. Consulting medical practitioner may accept referral 

 (1) A medical practitioner to whom a person is 

referred under section 22 by a PMP in relation to 

the person may, by notice in writing to the 

PMP ï 

 (a) accept the referral; or 

 (b) refuse to accept the referral. 

 (2) A medical practitioner to whom a person is 

referred under section 22 must refuse to accept 

the referral if the medical practitioner is not an 

authorised medical practitioner in relation to the 

person. 

 (3) A medical practitioner to whom a person is 

referred under section 22 may refuse to accept 

the referral for any reason, including but not 

limited to because the medical practitioner has a 

conscientious objection to providing assistance 

to the person to die. 

 (4) A medical practitioner to whom a person is 

referred under section 22 is not required to give 

to any person reasons for accepting, or refusing 

to accept, the referral. 

 (5) A medical practitioner who accepts under 

subsection (1)(a) a referral of a person becomes 

the consulting medical practitioner (the CMP) in 

relation to the person. 
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 (6) If a medical practitioner becomes the CMP in 

relation to a person, the PMP in relation to the 

person must, as soon as reasonably practicable, 

give to the CMP a copy of ï 

 (a) all medical reports in relation to the 

person; and 

 (b) other information in relation to the 

person ï 

that is or are in the possession of the PMP and 

that the CMP may reasonably require in order to 

make a determination as to whether the person is 

eligible to seek assistance to die. 

 24. CMP may examine person and seek further 

information  

 (1) A CMP in relation to a person may examine the 

person, and request the person to answer 

questions, in order to make a determination 

under section 25 as to whether the person is 

eligible to seek assistance to die. 

 (2) A CMP in relation to a person who is of the 

opinion that he or she does not have sufficient 

information to make a determination under 

section 25 in relation to the person may request 

the PMP in relation to the person to do any one 

or more of the following: 

 (a) to give to the CMP a copy of any 

medical records, or information, in 

relation to the person, that is in the 

possession of the PMP;  
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 (b) to obtain from another person under 

subsection (3), and to give to the CMP, a 

copy of any medical records or 

information, in relation to the person, so 

obtained by the PMP; 

 (c) to refer the person under subsection (3) 

to another medical practitioner or another 

person and to give to the CMP a copy of 

any medical records or information, in 

relation to the person, obtained by the 

PMP from the medical practitioner or 

other person ï 

so that the CMP may have the information 

necessary to enable the CMP to make the 

determination. 

 (3) A PMP in relation to a person may, for the 

purpose of enabling the CMP in relation to the 

person to determine the second request of the 

person, do any one or more of the following: 

 (a) refer the person to another medical 

practitioner for examination;  

 (b) request the person to give to the PMP all 

information that the CMP may 

reasonably require in order to make the 

determination;  

 (c) request a medical practitioner to give to 

the PMP a copy of the medical records of 

the person that are in the possession of 

the medical practitioner and that the 

CMP may reasonably require in order for 

the CMP to make the determination;  
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 (d) request a psychiatrist, psychologist, 

registered health practitioner or any other 

person who the PMP thinks fit, to give to 

the PMP the information that the CMP 

may reasonably require in order to make 

the determination. 

 (4) A CMP in relation to a person must not refer the 

person to a medical practitioner, other than the 

PMP in relation to the person, for the purpose of 

obtaining information necessary to make a 

determination under section 25 in relation to the 

person. 

 25. CMP to determine whether person eligible to seek 

assistance to die 

 (1) A CMP in relation to a person who has been 

referred under section 22 to the CMP must, by 

notice to the PMP in relation to the person ï 

 (a) make a determination that the person is 

eligible to seek assistance to die; or 

 (b) make a determination that the person is 

not eligible to seek assistance to die. 

 (2) A determination under subsection (1) in relation 

to the referral of a person under section 22 may 

only be made by the CMP in relation to the 

person if ï  

 (a) the CMP, after accepting the referral, has 

met the person, in person or by way of 

audio-visual link; and 
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 (b) the CMP, having so met the person, is 

able to determine the decision-making 

capacity of the person. 

 (3) A determination under subsection (1) in relation 

to a person is to be in writing and is to contain 

the relevant information about eligibility in 

relation to the person. 

 (4) A CMP in relation to the person ï 

 (a) is not to determine under subsection (1) 

that the person is not eligible to seek 

assistance to die, by reason only that the 

CMP does not have sufficient 

information to enable the CMP to 

determine that the person is eligible to 

seek assistance to die; but 

 (b) may refuse to make a determination 

under subsection (1) in relation to the 

person until the CMP has sufficient 

information to enable the CMP to make 

the determination. 

 (5) A CMP in relation to a person must make a 

determination under subsection (1) that the 

person is eligible to seek assistance to die, if the 

CMP is satisfied that the person is eligible under 

section 8 to seek assistance to die. 

 (6) A CMP in relation to a person who makes a 

determination under subsection (1) in relation to 

the person must, as soon as reasonably 

practicable ï 
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 (a) place on the CMPôs medical records in 

relation to the person a copy of the 

determination; and 

 (b) give to the Registrar a copy of the 

determination. 

 (7) The PMP in relation to a person who has been 

notified under subsection (1) of a determination 

in relation to the person must, as soon as 

reasonably practicable ï 

 (a) notify the person of the determination; 

and 

 (b) place on the PMPôs medical records in 

relation to the person the determination 

or a copy of the determination; and 

 (c) give to the Registrar a copy of the 

determination. 

 26. Voluntary assisted dying process to cease where 2 

CMPs determine person not eligible 

 (1) If 2 CMPs to whom a person has been referred 

under section 22 have made a determination 

under section 25(1)(b) that the person is not 

eligible to seek assistance to die ï 

 (a) the voluntary assisted dying process 

ends; and 

 (b) each CMP in relation to the person 

ceases, after complying with 

section 25(6), to be a CMP in relation to 

the person; and 
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 (c) the medical practitioner who was the 

PMP ceases, after complying with 

section 25(7), to be the PMP in relation 

to the person; and 

 (d) the medical practitioner who was the 

PMP may not, except with the 

authorisation of the Registrar under 

section 47(3)(a), accept another first 

request from the person within 12 

months after the second determination by 

a CMP is made under section 25(1)(b). 

 (2) Nothing in subsection (1), apart from 

subsection (1)(d), is to be taken to prevent a 

person from commencing the voluntary assisted 

dying process again by making a new first 

request. 
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PART 7 ï FINAL REQUESTS 

 27. Final request for assistance to die may be made to 

PMP 

 (1) If a CMP in relation to a person has determined 

under section 25(1)(a) that the person is eligible 

to seek assistance to die, the person may make a 

final request to the PMP in relation to the person. 

 (2) A person must not make a final request to the 

PMP in relation to the person within 48 hours of 

the person having made a second request to the 

PMP under section 18(1) unless, in the opinion 

of the PMP ï 

 (a) the person is likely to die within 7 days; 

or 

 (b) the person is likely to cease to have 

decision-making capacity within 48 

hours. 

 (3) A final request by a person is an instrument in 

writing, in an approved form, completed, and 

signed, by ï 

 (a) the person; or  

 (b) if the person is unable to complete or 

sign the instrument ï an adult designated 

by the person to complete or sign, or to 

complete and sign, the instrument on the 

personôs behalf. 

 (4) A person may not designate under 

subsection (3)(b) any of the following persons to 
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complete or sign, or complete and sign, a final 

request on his or her behalf: 

 (a) the PMP in relation to the person;  

 (b) the CMP in relation to the person. 

 (5) A PMP in relation to the person who receives a 

final request under subsection (1) from the 

person must, as soon as reasonably practicable, 

give to the Registrar a copy of the final request. 

 28. Determination of final request 

 (1) A PMP in relation to a person to whom a final 

request is made by the person under 

section 27(1) may, before determining the 

request, do any one or more of the following: 

 (a) refer the person to another medical 

practitioner for examination; 

 (b) request the person to give to the PMP all 

information that the PMP may 

reasonably require in order to make the 

determination;  

 (c) request a medical practitioner to give to 

the PMP a copy of the medical records of 

the person that are in the possession of 

the medical practitioner and that the PMP 

may reasonably require in order for the 

PMP to make the determination;  

 (d) request a psychiatrist, psychologist, 

registered health practitioner or any other 

person who the PMP thinks fit, to give to 
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the PMP the information that the PMP 

may reasonably require in order to make 

the determination. 

 (2) A PMP in relation to a person to whom a final 

request is made by the person under 

section 27(1) must determine the request ï 

 (a) by determining that the person is eligible 

to seek assistance to die; or 

 (b) by determining that the person is not 

eligible to seek assistance to die. 

 (3) A determination under subsection (2) of a final 

request made by a person may only be made by 

the PMP in relation to the person if ï 

 (a) the PMP, after receiving the final 

request, has met the person, in person or 

by way of audio-visual link; and 

 (b) the PMP, having so met the person, is 

able to determine the decision-making 

capacity of the person. 

 (4) A PMP in relation to a person ï 

 (a) is not to determine under 

subsection (2)(b) that the person is not 

eligible to seek assistance to die, by 

reason only that the PMP does not have 

sufficient information to enable the PMP 

to determine that the person is eligible to 

seek assistance to die; but 
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 (b) may refuse to make a determination 

under subsection (2) in relation to the 

person until the PMP has sufficient 

information to enable the PMP to make 

the determination. 

 (5) A PMP in relation to a person must determine 

under subsection (2) a final request by the person 

by determining under subsection (2)(a) that the 

person is eligible to seek assistance to die, if the 

PMP is satisfied that the person is eligible under 

section 8 to seek assistance to die. 

 (6) A determination under subsection (2) in relation 

to a person is to be in writing and is to contain 

the relevant information about eligibility in 

relation to the person. 

 (7) A PMP in relation to a person who has made a 

determination under subsection (2) in relation to 

the person must, as soon as reasonably 

practicable ï 

 (a) notify the person of the determination; 

and 

 (b) place on the PMPôs medical records in 

relation to the person a copy of the 

determination; and 

 (c) give to the Registrar a copy of the 

determination. 
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 29. Change of PMP after final request made 

 (1) If a person who was a PMP in relation to a 

person ï 

 (a) has, after receiving a final request from a 

person, determined the request by 

determining that the person is eligible to 

seek assistance to die; and 

 (b) has ceased to be a PMP in relation to the 

person ï 

a CMP in relation to the person who determined 

under section 25(1)(a) that the person is eligible 

to seek assistance to die may apply to the 

Registrar to become the PMP in relation to the 

person for the purposes of section 13 and in 

respect of so much of the voluntary assisted 

dying process as has not occurred in relation to 

the person. 

 (2) The Registrar may, after receiving an application 

under subsection (1), determine that the CMP in 

relation to a person is to become the PMP in 

relation to the person for the purposes of 

section 13 and in respect of so much of the 

voluntary assisted dying process as has not 

occurred in relation to the person. 

 (3) The Registrar may only make a determination 

under subsection (2) that a CMP in relation to a 

person is to become the PMP in relation to the 

person if the Registrar is satisfied that ï 
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 (a) the former PMP in relation to the person 

has ceased to be the PMP in relation to 

the person; and 

 (b) the person agrees to the CMP becoming 

the PMP in relation to the person. 

 (4) If the Registrar has determined under 

subsection (2) that a CMP in relation to a person 

is to become the PMP in relation to the person, 

the Registrar must notify the CMP and the 

person of the determination. 

 (5) If the Registrar has determined under 

subsection (2) that a CMP in relation to a person 

is to become the PMP in relation to the person, 

the CMP becomes the primary medical 

practitioner (the PMP) in relation to the person 

for the purposes of section 13 and in respect of 

so much of the voluntary assisted dying process 

as has not occurred in relation to the person. 
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PART 8 ï PRESCRIPTION AND SUPPLY OF VAD 

SUBSTANCES 

Division 1 ï VAD substance prescription authorisation 

 30. Relevant details in relation to VAD substance 

prescription authorisation and prescription 

 (1) For the purposes of this Part, the relevant details 

in relation to a VAD substance prescription 

authorisation in respect of a person are ï 

 (a) the name of the person and the address at 

which the person is ordinarily resident; 

and 

 (b) the name of the PMP in relation to the 

person at the time the VAD substance 

prescription authorisation is issued; and 

 (c) the details of the VAD substance to 

which the VAD substance prescription is 

to relate; and 

 (d) the maximum amount of the VAD 

substance, the supply and possession of 

which is to be authorised by the VAD 

substance prescription; and 

 (e) the period for which the PMP in relation 

to the person is authorised to issue the 

VAD substance prescription. 

 (2) For the purposes of this Part, the relevant 

prescription details in respect of a person are ï 
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 (a) the name of the person and the address at 

which the person is ordinarily resident; 

and 

 (b) the name of the PMP who has issued the 

VAD substance prescription; and 

 (c) the details of the VAD substance to 

which the VAD substance prescription 

relates; and 

 (d) the maximum amount of the VAD 

substance, the supply and possession of 

which is authorised by the VAD 

substance prescription. 

 31. VAD substance prescription authorisation 

 (1) If a PMP in relation to a person has determined a 

final request by a person by determining under 

section 28(2)(a) that the person is eligible to seek 

assistance to die, a PMP in relation to the person 

must request the Registrar, orally or in writing, 

to issue a VAD substance prescription 

authorisation. 

 (2) Subsection (1) does not apply in relation to a 

PMP in relation to a person if ï 

 (a) the person has informed the PMP under 

section 13(1) that the person no longer 

seeks assistance to die; or 

 (b) the PMP has been notified under 

section 13(5)(b) by the AHP in relation 
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to the person that the person no longer 

seeks assistance to die. 

 (3) If the Registrar receives a request under 

subsection (1) from a PMP in relation to a 

person, the Registrar must, as soon as reasonably 

practicable ï  

 (a) issue to the PMP a VAD substance 

prescription authorisation in relation to 

the person; or 

 (b) if subsection (4) applies, refuse to issue 

to the PMP a VAD substance 

prescription authorisation in relation to 

the person. 

 (4) The Registrar must refuse to issue to a PMP in 

relation to a person a VAD substance 

prescription authorisation in relation to the 

person if  ï 

 (a) the Registrar has not received all notices, 

and information, in relation to the person 

that the PMP is required under this Act to 

give to the Registrar; or 

 (b) the Registrar suspects that the 

requirements of this Act have not been 

met in relation to the person. 

 (5) If the Registrar refuses under subsection (3)(b) 

to issue to a PMP a VAD substance prescription 

authorisation, the Registrar must notify the PMP 

of the refusal and the reasons for the refusal. 
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 (6) A VAD substance prescription authorisation in 

relation to a person is an instrument in writing, 

in the approved form, that is signed by the 

Registrar and that ï 

 (a) contains the relevant details in relation to 

a VAD substance prescription 

authorisation in respect of the person; 

and 

 (b) specifies that the PMP in relation to the 

person is authorised to issue a VAD 

substance prescription in relation to the 

person. 

 (7) The Registrar may, by notice to a PMP in 

relation to a person, amend or revoke a VAD 

substance prescription authorisation that has 

been issued to the PMP. 

Division 2 ï Termination subscription prescriptions 

 32. Issue of VAD substance prescription 

 (1) A PMP to whom a VAD substance prescription 

authorisation in relation to a person is issued 

under section 31(3)(a) ï 

 (a) may issue one VAD substance 

prescription in relation to the person, 

containing the relevant prescription 

details in respect of the person, if the 

PMP is authorised to do so under 

subsection (2)(a); and 
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 (b) may request and receive from a 

pharmacist, in accordance with the VAD 

substance prescription, the amount of the 

VAD substance specified in the VAD 

substance prescription, if the PMP is 

authorised to do so under 

subsection (2)(b). 

 (2) A PMP to whom a VAD substance prescription 

authorisation in relation to a person is issued 

under section 31(3)(a) ï 

 (a) is authorised to issue one VAD substance 

prescription, containing the relevant 

prescription details in respect of the 

person, unless, before the prescription is 

issued ï 

 (i) the VAD substance prescription 

authorisation has been revoked 

under section 31(7); or 

 (ii)  the person has informed the PMP 

under section 13 that the person 

no longer seeks assistance to die; 

or 

 (iii)  the PMP has been notified under 

section 13(5)(b) by the AHP in 

relation to the person that the 

person no longer seeks assistance 

to die; and 

 (b) is authorised to request and receive from 

a pharmacist the amount of the VAD 

substance specified in the VAD 
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substance prescription, unless, before the 

substance is requested or received ï  

 (i) the VAD substance prescription 

authorisation has been revoked 

under section 31(7); or 

 (ii)  the person has, under section 13, 

informed the PMP in relation to 

the person that the person no 

longer seeks assistance to die; or 

 (iii)  the PMP has been notified under 

section 13(5)(b) by the AHP in 

relation to the person that the 

person no longer seeks assistance 

to die. 

 33. Receipt of VAD substance prescription by 

pharmacist 

 (1) A pharmacist who ï 

 (a) receives from a PMP a VAD substance 

prescription in relation to a VAD 

substance; and 

 (b) is given by the PMP a copy of a VAD 

substance prescription authorisation 

issued to the PMP under 

section 31(3)(a) ï 

may supply to the PMP the VAD substance 

specified in the VAD substance prescription or 

may refuse to supply the VAD substance. 
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 (2) A pharmacist who supplies to a PMP a VAD 

substance under subsection (1) must ï 

 (a) as soon as reasonably practicable, make a 

record of the supply of the substance; 

and 

 (b) within 3 business days, notify the 

Registrar of the supply of the VAD 

substance. 

Penalty: Fine not exceeding 50 penalty units. 

 (3) A pharmacist who supplies to a PMP a VAD 

substance under subsection (1) in relation to a 

person must ensure that the packaging, or 

container, in which the substance is contained 

clearly states, in English ï 

 (a) the name of the PMP; and 

 (b) the name of the person; and 

 (c) a description of the VAD substance; and 

 (d) that the substance is poisonous and that 

consumption of it may be fatal. 

Penalty: Fine not exceeding 50 penalty units. 

 34. Duties in relation to VAD substance 

 (1) If a VAD substance is supplied to a PMP under 

section 33, the PMP must ensure that ï 
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 (a) the substance is contained in a locked 

receptacle that is not readily accessible 

by any other person; and 

 (b) the substance is kept at the PMPôs usual 

place of employment as a medical 

practitioner. 

 (2) Subsection (1) does not apply, in relation to a 

PMP in relation to a person, in respect of a VAD 

substance, if ï 

 (a) the substance is in the immediate 

physical possession of the PMP and is 

being transported to another place ï 

 (i) for administration to the person; 

or 

 (ii)  for provision of the substance to 

the person for the person to self-

administer; or 

 (iii)  for provision of the substance to 

the AHP in relation to the person; 

or 

 (b) the substance is in the immediate 

physical possession of the PMP and is 

not readily accessible by any other 

person; or 

 (c) the substance is being administered to the 

person by the PMP as the AHP in 

relation to the person; or 
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 (d) the substance has been given to the 

person to self-administer or has been 

given to the AHP in relation to the 

person; or 

 (e) the substance is destroyed by the PMP in 

accordance with section 43(4). 

 35. Supply of VAD substance to AHP 

 (1) A PMP in relation to a person may supply to the 

AHP in relation to the person a VAD substance 

supplied to the PMP under section 33, if the 

PMP is authorised to do so under subsection (2). 

 (2) A PMP in relation to a person is authorised to 

supply a VAD substance in relation to the person 

to the AHP in relation to a person if ï 

 (a) the AHP receives under section 40(1) a 

final permission from the person; and 

 (b) subsection (3) does not apply in relation 

to the PMP. 

 (3) A PMP in relation to a person is not authorised 

to supply a VAD substance to the AHP in 

relation to the person if ï 

 (a) the VAD substance prescription 

authorisation in relation to the person has 

been revoked under section 31(7); or 

 (b) the person has informed the PMP under 

section 13 that the person no longer 

seeks assistance to die; or 
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 (c) the PMP has been notified under 

section 13(5)(b) by the AHP in relation 

to the person that the person no longer 

seeks assistance to die. 

 (4) If a VAD substance is supplied to an AHP under 

subsection (1), the AHP must ensure that ï 

 (a) the substance is contained in a locked 

receptacle that is not readily accessible 

by any other person; and 

 (b) the substance is kept at the AHPôs usual 

place of employment as a registered 

health practitioner. 

 (5) Subsection (4) does not apply in relation to an 

AHP in relation to a person, in respect of a VAD 

substance, if ï 

 (a) the substance is in the immediate 

physical possession of the AHP and is 

being transported to another place ï 

 (i) for administration to the person; 

or 

 (ii)  for provision of the substance to 

the person for the person to self-

administer; or 

 (b) the substance is in the immediate 

physical possession of the AHP and is 

not readily accessible by any other 

person; or 
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 (c) the substance is being administered to the 

person by the AHP; or 

 (d) the substance has been given to the 

person to self-administer; or 

 (e) the substance has been destroyed by the 

AHP under section 43(4) or given to the 

PMP in relation to the person under 

section 43(2). 
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PART 9 ï PROVISION OF ASSISTANCE TO DIE 

Division 1 ï AHPs 

 36. PMP to decide whether to be AHP 

If a PMP in relation to a person has determined a 

final request by the person by determining under 

section 28(2)(a) that the person is eligible to seek 

assistance to die, the PMP, or, if another person 

has become the PMP, that person, must, as soon 

as reasonably practicable, advise the person as to 

whether ï 

 (a) the PMP is to be the AHP in relation to 

the person; or 

 (b) the PMP does not intend to be the AHP 

in relation to the person and intends to 

request the Registrar to appoint an AHP 

in relation to the person. 

 37. Appointment of AHP 

 (1) If the PMP in relation to a person gives advice to 

the person under section 36(b), the PMP must, as 

soon as reasonably practicable, in writing, 

request the Registrar to appoint an AHP in 

relation to the person. 

 (2) If the Registrar receives a request under 

subsection (1) from the PMP in relation to a 

person, the Registrar must, by an instrument in 

writing, signed by the Registrar, appoint a 

medical practitioner, or a registered nurse, to be 



End-of-Life Choices (Voluntary Assisted Dying) Act 2020  

Act No.  of 2020  

Part 9 ï Provision of Assistance to Die s. 37 

 

 69  

the administering health practitioner (the AHP) 

in relation to the person. 

 (3) The Registrar may, under subsection (2), only 

appoint a medical practitioner, or a registered 

nurse, to be the administering health practitioner 

in relation to a person if ï  

 (a) the medical practitioner or registered 

nurse has agreed to be appointed as the 

administering health practitioner in 

relation to the person; and 

 (b) the medical practitioner or registered 

nurse has signed a statutory declaration 

stating that the medical practitioner or 

registered nurse, respectively ï  

 (i) has, within the 5-year period 

before being so appointed, 

successfully completed an 

approved assisted dying training 

course; and 

 (ii)  is not a member of the family of 

the person; and 

 (iii)  does not know or believe that he 

or she is likely to, either directly 

or indirectly, receive a financial 

benefit as a result of the death of 

the person. 

 (4) A medical practitioner, or a registered nurse, is 

entitled to refuse to be appointed under 

subsection (2) as the administering health 

practitioner in relation to the person for any 
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reason, including but not limited to because the 

practitioner or nurse has a conscientious 

objection to providing assistance to the person to 

die, and is not required to give to any person any 

reason for so refusing. 

 (5) The Registrar must notify the PMP in relation to 

a person as soon as practicable after appointing a 

person under subsection (2) as the administering 

health practitioner in relation to the person. 

 38. AHP in relation to person 

 (1) A PMP in relation to a person who has 

determined a final request by the person by 

determining under section 28(2)(a) that the 

person is eligible to die is the administering 

health practitioner (the AHP) in relation to the 

person, unless the PMP has advised the person 

under section 36(b) that the PMP does not intend 

to be the AHP in relation to the person or 

subsection (2) applies in relation to the person. 

 (2) A person who is appointed under section 37(2) 

to be the administering health practitioner in 

relation to the person is the AHP in relation to a 

person. 

Division 2 ï Final permissions 

 39. Final determination by AHP of decision-making 

capacity 

 (1) The AHP in relation to a person must, before the 

AHP receives a final permission from the 
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person, decide whether the person has decision-

making capacity. 

 (2) If the AHP in relation to a person decides under 

subsection (1) that the person does not have 

decision-making capacity, the AHP must, as 

soon as reasonably practicable ï 

 (a) notify the person of the decision; and 

 (b) notify the Registrar of the decision; and 

 (c) if the AHP is not the PMP in relation to 

the person, notify the PMP in relation to 

the person of the decision. 

 (3) If the AHP in relation to a person decides under 

subsection (1) that the person has decision-

making capacity, the AHP must, as soon as 

reasonably practicable ï 

 (a) advise the person that the person is 

eligible to seek assistance to die; and 

 (b) advise the person of the manner in which 

the VAD substance in relation to the 

person is to be administered and the 

consequence of administration of the 

substance to the person; and 

 (c) advise the person that if the person 

wishes to receive assistance to die the 

person must give to the AHP a final 

permission under section 40(1); and 

 (d) advise the person that the person is not 

required to give to the AHP a final 
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permission under section 40(1) and may 

at any time before that final permission is 

given, advise the AHP that the person 

does not wish to seek assistance to die; 

and 

 (e) advise the person that, once the final 

permission is given, the person will 

immediately be supplied the VAD 

substance or the substance will be 

administered to the person by the AHP. 

 40. Person may give final permission 

 (1) A person who has received, from the AHP in 

relation to the person, advice under 

section 39(3), may give to the AHP an 

instrument in writing, in the approved form (a 

final permission), that is ï 

 (a) completed, and signed, by the person; or 

 (b) if the person is unable to complete or 

sign the instrument ï completed and 

signed by an adult who is designated by 

the person to complete or sign, or to 

complete and sign, the instrument on the 

personôs behalf. 

 (2) A person may not designate under 

subsection (1)(b) any of the following persons to 

complete or sign, or complete and sign, a final 

permission on his or her behalf: 

 (a) the PMP in relation to the person;  
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 (b) the CMP in relation to the person;  

 (c) the AHP in relation to the person. 

 (3) A final permission by a person is to include ï 

 (a) a statement that the person has received 

the advice referred to in section 39(3); 

and 

 (b) a statement that the person wishes to 

receive assistance to die and understands 

that as soon as practicable after that 

permission is given the person will be 

supplied with the VAD substance to 

administer to the person or the AHP will 

administer the VAD substance to the 

person, in accordance with the wishes of 

the person set out in the final permission; 

and 

 (c) a statement as to whether the person 

wishes to self-administer a VAD 

substance, to be assisted to self-

administer a VAD substance, or to have 

the AHP administer the substance to the 

person; and 

 (d) a statement as to whether, if unexpected 

complications arise from the 

administration of a VAD substance to the 

person, the person wishes the AHP to ï 

 (i) administer to the person a 

substance (which may be a VAD 

substance) that will enable the 

person to die more quickly and 
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painlessly than would otherwise 

be the case; or 

 (ii)  take action that it is reasonable 

for the AHP to take to preserve 

the personôs life. 

Division 3 ï Supply and administration of VAD substance 

 41. AHP may supply, &c., VAD substance to person 

 (1) The AHP in relation to a person may ï 

 (a) supply to the person the VAD substance 

in relation to the person; or 

 (b) supply, and assist the person to self-

administer, the VAD substance in 

relation to the person; or 

 (c) administer to the person the VAD 

substance in relation to the person ï 

if the AHP is authorised to do so under 

subsection (2). 

 (2) The AHP in relation to a person is authorised to 

supply to the person, to supply and assist the 

person to self-administer, or administer to the 

person a VAD substance, if ï 

 (a) the AHP has obtained the substance 

under section 33(1) or was supplied the 

substance under section 35 by the PMP 

in relation to the person; and 
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 (b) to do so is in accordance with the 

statement of the person included in the 

personôs final permission in accordance 

with section 40(3)(c) or (d); and 

 (c) subsection (3) does not apply in relation 

to the AHP. 

 (3) The AHP in relation to a person is not authorised 

to supply to the person, to supply and assist the 

person to self-administer, or administer to the 

person a VAD substance, if ï  

 (a) the person has informed the AHP under 

section 13(1) that the person no longer 

seeks assistance to die; or 

 (b) the AHP has been notified under 

section 13(4)(b) by the PMP in relation 

to the person that the person no longer 

seeks assistance to die. 

 (4) If unexpected complications arise after a VAD 

substance has been administered to the person, 

the AHP in relation to the person must, in 

accordance with the wishes of the patient set out 

in the personôs final permission ï 

 (a) administer to the person a substance 

(which may be a VAD substance) that 

will enable the person to die more 

quickly and painlessly than would 

otherwise be the case; or 

 (b) take action that it is reasonable for the 

AHP to take to preserve the personôs life. 
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 (5) An AHP in relation to a person must ï  

 (a) while a VAD substance is being 

administered to the person by the person 

or the AHP, be in ï  

 (i) the same room or place as the 

person; or 

 (ii)  a room or place in which any 

noise made by the person may be 

heard during and after the person 

has been administered the VAD 

substance; and 

 (b) after a VAD substance is administered to 

the person, remain in ï 

 (i) the same room or place as the 

person; or 

 (ii)  a room or place in which any 

noise made by the person may be 

heard during and after the person 

has been administered the VAD 

substance ï 

until the person has died or is removed 

from the room or the place to receive 

medical treatment, as the case may be. 

 (6) An AHP in relation to a person is to consider the 

wishes of the person in determining which room 

or place to be in, or remain in, in accordance 

with subsection (5)(a). 
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Division 4 ï Duties following administration of VAD 

substance 

 42. Duty to notify Coroner 

 (1) The AHP in relation to a person, must, if a VAD 

substance has been administered to the person ï  

 (a) advise the Coroner, under the Coroners 

Act 1995, as soon as practicable after the 

death of the person; and 

 (b) notify the Registrar of the death of the 

person. 

 (2) Despite any other provision of the Coroners Act 

1995, if a notice is given to the Coroner under 

subsection (1) in relation to a person, the 

Coroner ï 

 (a) is not required to conduct an 

investigation under that Act in relation to 

the death of the person; and 

 (b) is to record under that Act the cause of 

death as being a voluntary death in 

accordance with this Act. 

 43. Treatment of VAD substance prescription 

authorisation, VAD substance prescription and 

VAD substance 

 (1) In this section, the relevant circumstances apply, 

in relation to a VAD substance, to a person who 

is or was an AHP in relation to a person, if the 

person who is or was an AHP ï 
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 (a) is informed under section 13(1) by the 

person, or is notified under 

section 13(4)(b) by the PMP in relation 

to the person, that the person no longer 

wishes to seek assistance to die; or 

 (b) decides under section 39(1) that the 

person does not have decision-making 

capacity; or 

 (c) is in possession of a VAD substance after 

the administration of some of the VAD 

substance to the person. 

 (2) As soon as reasonably practicable after the 

relevant circumstances begin to apply, in relation 

to a VAD substance, to a person who is or was 

an AHP in relation to a person, the person who is 

or was an AHP must ï  

 (a) ensure that any amount of the VAD 

substance that is in the possession of the 

person or the AHP is returned to the 

PMP in relation to the person or is 

destroyed by the AHP; and 

 (b) notify the Registrar that the remaining 

VAD substance has been returned to the 

PMP or destroyed, as the case may be. 

 (3) In this section, the relevant circumstances apply, 

in relation to a VAD substance, to a person who 

is or was a PMP in relation to a person if the 

person who is or was a PMP in relation to a 

person ï 
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 (a) has ceased to be the PMP in relation to 

the person; or 

 (b) is informed under section 13(1) by a 

person that the person no longer wishes 

to seek assistance to die or is notified 

under section 13(5)(b) by the AHP in 

relation to the person that the person no 

longer wishes to seek assistance to die; 

or 

 (c) is in possession of a VAD substance 

returned by the AHP to the person who is 

or was a PMP in relation to the person. 

 (4) As soon as reasonably practicable after the 

relevant circumstances begin to apply, in relation 

to a VAD substance, to a PMP, the PMP must ï  

 (a) destroy any VAD substance prescription 

that has been issued by the PMP and that 

has not been given by the PMP to a 

pharmacist; and 

 (b) ensure that so much of the VAD 

substance as is in the possession of the 

PMP is destroyed by the PMP; and 

 (c) notify the Registrar of the destruction of 

the VAD substance prescription or the 

VAD substance, as the case may be. 



 End-of-Life Choices (Voluntary Assisted Dying) Act 2020 

 Act No.  of 2020 

s. 44 Part 10 ï Medical Practitioners 

 

 80  

PART 10 ï MEDICAL PRACTITIONER S 

 44. Authorised medical practitioners 

For the purposes of this Act, a person is an 

authorised medical practitioner in relation to a 

person if ï 

 (a) the person is a medical practitioner; and 

 (b) the medical practitioner has successfully 

completed an approved assisted dying 

training course within the 5-year period 

before the person makes a first request to 

the medical practitioner or is referred to 

the medical practitioner under 

section 22(1); and 

 (c) the medical practitioner is not a member 

of the family of the person; or 

 (d) the medical practitioner does not know or 

believe that he or she is likely to, either 

directly or indirectly, receive a financial 

benefit as a result of the death of the 

person. 

 45. Medical practitioner may refer person or seek 

information  

 (1) A PMP in relation to a person ï 

 (a) may, despite any other law, refer the 

person, or make a request in relation to 

the person, to another person under 
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section 16(1), section 20, section 24(3) or 

section 28(1); and 

 (b) is not liable to any punishment under a 

law by virtue of having made a request or 

referral referred to in paragraph (a); and 

 (c) may not be sanctioned, censured, or 

otherwise penalised, by a person, or body 

of persons, whose function is to regulate 

the professional conduct of such a 

person, by reason only of having made a 

request or referral referred to in 

paragraph (a). 

 (2) A person to whom a referral, or request, referred 

to in subsection (1)(a), in relation to a person is 

made by the PMP in relation to the person ï 

 (a) may, despite any other law, examine the 

person to whom the referral relates, or 

give to the PMP a copy of the medical 

records, or the information, to which the 

request relates; and 

 (b) is not liable to any punishment under a 

law by virtue of having examined the 

person or given to the PMP a copy of the 

medical records or the information; and 

 (c) may not be sanctioned, censured, or 

otherwise penalised, by a person, or body 

of persons, whose function is to regulate 

the professional conduct of such a 

person, by reason only of having 

examined the person or given to the PMP 
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a copy of the medical records or the 

information. 

 46. When PMP ceases to be PMP 

 (1) A person (the relevant person) ceases to be a 

PMP in relation to a person if ï 

 (a) the relevant person dies; or 

 (b) the relevant person ceases to be able to 

carry out the functions of a PMP by 

reason of loss of mental or physical 

capacity; or 

 (c) the relevant person ceases to be an 

authorised medical practitioner in 

relation to the person; or 

 (d) the relevant person notifies the Registrar 

under subsection (2); or 

 (e) the relevant person ceases under 

section 26(1)(c) to be a PMP in relation 

to the person; or 

 (f) the person dies and the relevant person 

has carried out all actions, if any, that the 

PMP is required to carry out under this 

Act after the death of the person; or 

 (g) the person informs the relevant person 

under section 13(1) that the person no 

longer seeks assistance to die, and the 

relevant person has given all notices as 

required under this Act to be given by the 

PMP after receiving such a notice; or 
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 (h) the relevant person has been notified 

under section 13(5)(b) that the person no 

longer seeks assistance to die, the 

relevant person has given all notices that 

a PMP is required under this Act to give 

after receiving such a notice and the 

relevant person has, under this Act, 

destroyed under this Act all VAD 

substances in relation to the person that 

are in the possession of the relevant 

person. 

 (2) A PMP in relation to a person may, in writing, 

notify ï 

 (a) the person; and 

 (b) the CMP, if any, in relation to the person; 

and 

 (c) the Registrar ï 

that the PMP is to cease to be the PMP in 

relation to the person. 

 (3) A person who is or was a PMP in relation to a 

person ï  

 (a) must issue notices under subsection (2) 

as soon as practicable after ceasing to be 

an authorised medical practitioner in 

relation to the person; and 

 (b) may issue notices under subsection (2) 

for any other reason. 
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 47. Former PMP may apply to Registrar to become 

PMP again 

 (1) In this section ï 

relevant day, in relation to a PMP in relation 

to a person, means the day on which a 

determination under section 25(1)(b), to 

which section 26 applies, is made in 

relation to the person. 

 (2) A medical practitioner who ceases under 

section 26(1)(c) to be the PMP in relation to a 

person may apply to the Registrar to be 

authorised to accept another first request from 

the person within 12 months after the relevant 

day. 

 (3) The Registrar may, after receiving under 

subsection (2) an application from a medical 

practitioner who was a PMP in relation to a 

person ï 

 (a) authorise the medical practitioner to 

accept another first request from the 

person within 12 months after the 

relevant day; or 

 (b) refuse to authorise the medical 

practitioner to accept another first request 

from the person within 12 months after 

the relevant day. 

 (4) The Registrar, in determining under 

subsection (2) an application made from a 

medical practitioner who was a PMP in relation 

to a person, is to take into account ï 
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 (a) the ability of the person to make a first 

request to another medical practitioner; 

and 

 (b) whether the health or circumstances of 

the person have significantly altered 

since the relevant day; and 

 (c) the likelihood of the health or 

circumstances of the person deteriorating 

so rapidly within the 12-month period 

after the application is made that it is in 

the best interests of the person that the 

Registrar authorise the medical 

practitioner to accept another first request 

from the person within 12 months after 

the relevant day. 

 48. When CMP ceases to be CMP 

 (1) A person (the relevant person) ceases to be a 

CMP in relation to a person if ï 

 (a) the relevant person dies; or 

 (b) the relevant person ceases to be able to 

carry out the functions of a CMP by 

reason of loss of mental or physical 

capacity; or 

 (c) the relevant person ceases to be an 

authorised medical practitioner in 

relation to the person; or 

 (d) the relevant person notifies the Registrar 

under subsection (2); or 




