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President’s Message

The Pollies Register: Results Of
Your Letter Writing Campaign
Members of the NSW Legislative
Assembly
By Sarah Edelman

It has been a very busy few months, as we have
been gathering and collating data for our Pollies
Register. The key findings based on responses
from current Lower House MPs who will be recontesting the election are described over the next
few pages. We are also collecting responses from
candidates who will be contesting Lower House
seats (not the sitting MPs). The data for this group
are less complete, as many candidates were not
known until very recently, and some have not yet
been pre-selected. A chart of all the responses
received by 16 February is on pages 12 to 14.
Responses from both sitting and contesting
candidates will also be posted on our website
www.dwdnsw.org.au and will continue to be
updated until the election on 28 March.
In the meantime, when you discover the names of
Lower House candidates contesting the election
in your electorate, please write to or email them,
asking how they would be inclined to vote should
a bill to legalise assisted dying be put before a
future Parliament. Please post us their responses
or email a copy to dwd@dwdnsw.org.au.
Thank you to all those people who responded to
our Member-Get-Member Campaign. We have
had over 50 new members join up already this
year, including several new life members.

Almost a year ago we invited our members to write
to their local MPs to ask for their views in relation
to voluntary assisted dying (VAD), and how they
would be inclined to vote should a bill to legalise
assisted dying be brought before a future NSW
Parliament.
In electorates where we did not have members of
DWD, I wrote to those MPs personally asking for
their perspective, and if they did not respond I sent
a follow-up letter urging them to do so.
Thank you to all of you who forwarded us replies
from your local member. The chart containing each
MP’s response will be posted on our website at
www.dwdnsw.org.au.
There are 93 members in the Lower House (MLAs).
The majority of MLAs who were not re-contesting
the March election did not respond to requests for
information, and their data were excluded from
the survey (16 MLAs). Data from 77 MLAs were
included in the Register. Responses from these
MPs are summarised in the table below:
Summary of Responses made by NSW MLAs 2014-2015:
No
Response

Opposed

Non
Committal

Qualified
Support

Supportive

21

13

27

8

8

27%

17%

35%

10%

10%

As you will read in this newsletter, momentum
for change is also mounting overseas. In the US,
in response to publicity generated by the late
Brittany Maynard, legislators have introduced, or
pledged to introduce, aid-in-dying bills in at least
15 states. Meanwhile, in Canada the country’s
highest court has unanimously struck down the
law against physician assisted dying, and has
given the Canadian Parliament one year to pass
new laws that allow medically assisted dying. This
is very exciting news, and gives us greater hope
for progress here in Australia.

(NB: Percentages rounded off to the nearest whole
number. Numbers are based on responses available at
the time of writing this newsletter - 16 February 2015)

As always, thank you to our members and friends
for your ongoing support.

Typical comments included:

Sarah Edelman
DWDnsw President
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Twenty one MPs (27%) were Non-Responders
These MPs did not respond to letters from their
constituents or from DWDNSW. Most nonresponders received two letters asking their
response, but did not reply.
Thirteen MPs (17%) expressed opposition to
voluntary assisted dying.

“My opposition to euthanasia and assisted suicide is well
known and I believe it is shared by many of my constituents.
The criminal law does not allow euthanasia or assisted suicide,
as both involve deliberate killing of another human being”.

“assisted euthanasia is an area which I believe is fraught with
enormous legal difficulty and I am generally unable to agree
with the introduction of laws and regulations which attempt to
facilitate it.”

Eight MPS (10%) responded as “supportive”.
Typical comments included:
“My long standing views have been to support voluntary
euthanasia, subject to appropriate safeguards”.

Twenty-seven MPs (35%) responded in a
noncommittal way.

“Please be assured that voluntary assisted dying is something
that I personally support, obviously in limited circumstances of
terminal illness, pain and suffering”.

Typical comments included:
“if such a bill came before Parliament I would consider it
carefully before determining my response”.

A summary of MP responses, broken down by
party affiliation is presented in the table below.

“My office is currently not aware of any proposed changes to
the legislation but will keep your comments in mind should
anything be brought forward to the NSW parliament.”

(NB: Percentages rounded off to the nearest whole
number. Numbers are based on responses available at
the time of writing this newsletter - 16 February 2015)

Eight MPs (10%) responded with “qualified
support”.

Findings:
One of the most striking findings was how reluctant
many MPs were to disclose their views on voluntary
assisted dying (VAD). Over a quarter of MPs chose
not to respond, even in cases where requests came
from their own constituents. Labor Party MPs were
most likely not to respond, with 44% choosing not
to provide responses. 35% of National Party MPs
and 20% of Liberal Party MPs did not respond.

Typical comments included:
“…whenever this matter has come up in the past it is by way
of a conscience vote. In the 2011 policy platform, NSW Labor
believes that every individual should have access to palliative
care. Please be assured that if this issue arises in the future
I will give serious consideration to all aspects of any proposal
and I personally believe that every individual should have a
choice based on their own personal beliefs and circumstances”

Among those who did respond, a further 35%
provided vague, reserved or meaningless
statements that were often no more informative
than no response. Typical of these was: “If such
a bill came before Parliament I would consider it
carefully before determining my response.”

“I support, in principle, the aims of Dying with Dignity NSW.
However, I remain concerned that some people could interpret
the law in a manner that was not consistent with the spirit of
the legislation, so until I see the actual Bill that would be put
to the Parliament for a vote, I cannot give a definite answer
to your question. I would also seek the views of the Tweed
constituency to assist me in making a decision in the lead up to
the debate and vote on this issue.”

Report continued on page 4

Responses made by Members of NSW Legislative Assembly 2014-2015:
Summary by Political Party
Party

Total Polled

No Response

Opposed

Non-Committal

Qualified
Support

Supportive

ALP

16

7

0

3

4

2

44%

0%

19%

25%

12%

8

11

18

3

1

20%

27%

44%

7%

2%

6

2

6

1

2

35%

12%

35%

6%

12%

0

0

0

0

1

LIBERAL

NATIONAL

GREENS

41

17

1

100%
INDEPEND

2

0

0

0

0

2
100%

Total

77

21

13

27

8

8

Total %

100%

27%

17%

35%

10%

10%
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Report continued from page 3

Health Minister Jillian Skinner repeatedly
responded by forwarding a Health Department
document that referred to Advanced Care Planning,
without mention of her view on VAD. This
document was subsequently used by other Liberal
MPs as their response too. (Jillian Skinner did
finally respond to my email with “I do not support
voluntary euthanasia”.)
Whilst no Labor Party MPs expressed opposition,
44% of Labor MPs did not respond. This makes it
difficult to ascertain whether there is any difference
in attitudes between the major parties, as the
unwillingness to respond may have masked
opposition to VAD.
A total of eight MPs (10%) supported the
proposition that VAD should be legalised, subject
to appropriate safeguards. This included the
two Independent MLAs, Alex Greenwich and
Greg Piper, and Greens MLA, Jamie Parker.
(Legalisation of VAD is part of Greens party policy.)

understand the motives and desires that are prompting this
discussion.”
Personal experience appears to be a factor
in motivating some to become advocates for
legislative change. This has certainly been our
experience at DWDnsw, where many of our
members say they joined after witnessing a loved
one die in distressing circumstances.

Discrepancy between Public
Opinion and Politicians’ voting
intentions
The finding that 21% of NSW Lower House MPs
contesting the 2015 State election in principle
support legislation to allow VAD is in stark contrast
to views of the majority of Australians. Nationwide
polls conducted by Newspoll in 2007, 2009, 2012,
and in NSW in 2011, have consistently found public
support to be around 80%. In addition, two large
polls conducted by ABC Vote Compass prior to the
recent Victorian and Queensland elections both
found 76% of respondents agreed, or strongly
agreed, with the statement: “Terminally ill patients
should be able to legally end their lives with
medical assistance.”
So why the disconnect between public attitudes
and those of the politicians who are supposed to
represent us?

Jamie Parker MLA Balmain and
Alex Greenwich MLA Sydney.

A further eight MPs (10%) provided qualified
responses, to the effect that they would probably
be inclined to support it, but with greater
qualification. When combined, a total of 16 out
of 77 or 21% of Lower House MPs indicated they
were favourably disposed to legalising VAD.
The remaining 79% of MLAs were either opposed,
unwilling to respond, or unwilling to express a
meaningful view. Eleven Liberal MPs (27%) and
two National party MPs (12%) stated that they
oppose legalisation of VAD.
Amongst the MLAs who supported VAD several
made reference to distressing experiences of
watching loved ones suffering prior to their deaths:
“After watching someone who I was very close to endure
nearly seven years of pain, discomfort and suffering in the last
stage of life, I think we can do better that that in relation to this
issue.”
“I watched my father suffer a long, painful illness and his
passing was drawn out and difficult. I would have given
anything to make this easier for him and I completely
DWDnsw Election March 2015 Newsletter Page 4

The most plausible explanation relates to the role
of religion in politics. It is widely acknowledged that
there is a high proportion of practising Christians
amongst NSW politicians, relative to the NSW
population. The leaders of the state Liberal and
Labor Parties are both devout Christians, and
staunch opponents of assisted dying legislation.
It is somewhat ironic that the vast majority of
Christians in the Australian population support
legalising assisted dying, whilst politicians of
Christian faith are frequently opposed.

A second factor is the influence of The Australian
Christian Lobby and the religious right in political
affairs. Their influence is widely acknowledged
amongst politicians of all persuasions.

Allied Group Reports
Port Macquarie DWD Group

In a recent article in The Good Weekend (Fairfax
Press.), Prof Marion Maddox, an expert in religion
and politics, cites the example of Prime Minister
Julia Gillard’s refusal to support the legalisation
of gay marriage, as an example of this influence.
Maddox states that she suspects politicians of all
persuasions are afraid of “rocking the boat”.
In responding to our letters, many MPs referred
to conscience votes as the best way forward.
Whilst this might sound reasonable, in practice
conscience votes do not always lead to outcomes
that reflect community values. On morally
contentious issues politicians have at times used
conscience votes to reflect their own religious
beliefs rather than the views of their constituents.
At other times they have simply voted along party
lines.
A review of the voting patterns for the last four
state bills that proposed to legalise voluntary
assisted dying makes sobering reading. All
of these were conscience votes and all were
defeated, largely due to Liberal MPs voting as
a bloc to oppose them. In Cate Faehrmann’s
Rights of the Terminally Ill Bill NSW 2013, the then
Premier, Barry O’Farrell, granted a conscience
vote – and 100% of Liberal Party MPs voted
against it. The same thing happened in Tasmania’s
Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2013, and also in
2009 with an earlier Tasmanian bill. In Western
Australia, Robin Chapple’s 2010 Voluntary
Euthanasia Bill, all Liberal MPs once again voted
against it, with only one very brave Nationals MP
voting in support. Other than that, it has been only
Greens and ALP members who have voted in
favour. When 80% of the population support the
legalisation of voluntary assisted dying, it defies
belief that 100% of Liberal Party MPs genuinely
oppose it. So much for conscience votes.
We have used the “Pollies Register” and our
Parliamentary Forum as measures to draw
attention to the absence of democratic process in
relation to this issue. There is no doubt that the
main obstacle to law reform is religious influence,
both within and outside the political parties. This
is unacceptable. In a secular Western democracy
like ours, religion should not play a role in the
formulation of public policy.
With your help, Dying with Dignity NSW must
continue to work hard to ensure that our politicians
become accountable to the majority of Australians
that they have been elected to serve.

How about a trip to lovely Port Macquarie
for the Q&A Forum on Saturday 14 March?
It will be from 2 to 4.30 pm at Port Panthers
Auditorium at 1 Bay St Port Macquarie.
Forum MC: Sarah Edelman, President DWD NSW
Moderator: Tony Delroy, ABC Radio Nightlife
Panelists: Dr Frank Brennan, Palliative Care
specialist; Senator (Dr) Richard di Natale, sponsor
of The Medical Services (Dying with Dignity) Bill
2014; Dr Rodney Syme, Vice President DWD
Victoria; Ms Shayne Higson, NSW Voluntary
Euthanasia Party and local electorate candidates
- Ms Drusi Megget, The Greens; Ms Kristy Quill,
Country Labor; Mrs Melinda Pavey MLC National
Party candidate for Oxley.
Tickets are available via the DWD website www.
dwdnsw.org.au or tickets can be obtained directly
from Port Panthers for $13 (ph 02 6580 2300).
Q&A QUESTIONS for the Panel can be emailed to
dwdpmq@gmail.com

Dr Syme Workshops Port Macquarie
Whilst in Port Macquarie, Dr Rodney Syme,
Vice President of DWD Victoria, will conduct two
workshops on “Dementia and End of Life Choices”
for a maximum of 45 people per workshop.
The workshops will run for 2.5 hours at the Port
Macquarie Library Meeting Room (ground floor) on
Thursday 12 March – 2.30 pm start and
Monday 16 March – 10 am start.
Dr Syme draws from his extensive knowledge
of end of life situations and current legislation,
and will provide an opportunity to answer your
questions and discuss your concerns. The cost has
been kept very low at $30 for DWD members and
$35 for non-members. This is a great opportunity
for the people of NSW. Numbers are limited so
hurry and book now via the DWDnsw website.
Our regular Port Macquarie DWD group meetings
will be held on Tuesdays 9 June, 8 September,
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24 November - from 10.00am to 12.30pm. All
meetings feature one or two guest speakers on
different topics. We will confirm the venue prior to
each meeting. The meeting on 9 June 2015, the
final in the series “Getting Your Affairs in Order”,
will be on Family Issues and Community Support.
Guest speakers are currently being organised.
Members and supporters are asked to email their
suggestions on issues they would like addressed
at future meetings to dwdpmq@gmail.com for
consideration by the Leadership Team.

Christians Supporting Choice for
Voluntary Euthanasia
If you have not already joined please consider
doing so. Membership is FREE. Simply advise
your name and address by email to iagree@
christiansforve.org.au or mail Villa 1 / 4 Wills
Place,Mittagong NSW 2575.

Mr Ian Wood

Co-founder Christians Supporting Choice for VE.

DWD Orange Group

DWD ACT Inc.

The 2015 meetings of the new DWD Group in
Orange are every second month on the second
Thursday - dates of the next two meetings are 9
April and 11 June. They are all held at the Home
and Community Care Centre, 286 Lords Place
Orange 10am-noon. Tea and coffee provided.
Everyone is most welcome.

Our meetings are held at the Grant Cameron
Community Centre at 27 Mulley St, Holder.
Everyone is welcome. See www.dwdact.org.au.

All enquiries to Bev 0414 842 078 or
Heather 02 6361 0913.

Voluntary Euthanasia Party NSW

Central Coast DWD Group
Our November 2014
meeting was the last
one with Pip Preston
as our Coordinator,
as announced in the
last newsletter. Bev
spoke appreciatively
of Pip’s leadership and
presented her with a
beautiful bouquet.

Pippa Preston (left) accepts
flowers from Beverley Symons (right)

Beverley Symon’s announcement that she was
willing to take on the job of Coordinator from
January 2015 was most welcome. Annie Sobey
has also joined the Committee. The Central
Coast group enjoys well-attended meetings and
constantly increasing membership. Our newly
introduced small neighbourhood groups are
continuing well. The 2015 Central Coast group
meeting dates are February 20, May 15, August
21 and November 27. They will be held 10 am
to noon in Meeting Room No. 3, The Hive,

Erina Fair (opposite the Erina Library Desk).
Everyone is most welcome.

Joy Shannon
Central Coast Group Secretary
email: centralcoast@dwdnsw.org.au
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Jeanne Arthur
President DWDACT
PO Box 55, Waramanga ACT 2611

The Voluntary Euthanasia
Party (VEP) is a single issue
political party with the same
goal as DWDnsw. The following
report has been provided by
Ms Shayne Higson VEP (NSW)
State Convenor and Lead
Candidate (pictured)
The VEP (NSW) is going from strength to strength
in the lead up to the state election on the 28th
March. Party membership is steadily increasing and
the number of people offering to help on Election
Day is growing. The most exciting development
for VEP since the last DWD newsletter has been
the production of two television / social media
commercials featuring 40 VEP members and media
personality and journalist, Tracey Spicer. Please
share these short videos, via emails and social
media. The video can be viewed at https://vimeo.
com/119105195
The VEP (NSW) will need to stand at least 15
upper house candidates to qualify for a Group
Voting Square (above the line). Realistically we can
only hope to achieve one, or possibly two seats.
One of the most important messages to convey to
supporters of voluntary assisted dying law reform,
who might consider voting for the VEP, is that there
is one significant difference between the 2013
Senate election and the upcoming state election every voter chooses their own preferences.

Major parties often try to discourage voting for a
single issue, minor party, on the basis that your
vote will end up with a party not of your choosing.
This cannot happen in the 2015 NSW election for
upper house seats (white ballot paper). By voting 1
above the line for the VEP you will ensure that we
have the best possible chance of achieving a seat
in the NSW Parliament - then vote 2 for any other
party of your choice.
If you would like to help hand out ‘How to Vote’
flyers on 28th March, even for a hour or two, we
would love to hear from you. It is not necessary
to be a member of the VEP. We also have VEP
election flyers to distribute now, so if you would
like copies to distribute to your family, friends or
colleagues, simply contact me (details below) and I
will be happy to mail some out to you.
Don’t forget to “Like” the VEP on Facebook via
www.facebook.com/voluntaryeuthanasiapartynsw
Now is the time to make a difference. Having a
VEP NSW member of parliament will send a clear
message to the major parties that the people of
NSW want law reform, NOW.

Ms Shayne Higson
VEP NSW Convenor and Lead Candidate
PO Box 3158, Bellevue Hill NSW 2023
Email - Shayne@VEP.org.au
Mobile - 0428 326 358

If you are interested in finding out
the latest news between newsletters,
please see our Dying with Dignity
NSW website www.dwdnsw.org.au
This includes updates on major
news articles, editorials and updated
feedback from NSW election
candidates on their attitude to
Voluntary Assisted Dying.

Sex Party’s Fiona Patten wins a
seat in Victorian Upper House
An important recent development has been the
election of the Sex Party candidate, Fiona Patten,
to the Victorian Upper House at the December
election. In fact, the Party narrowly missed winning
a second Upper House seat. Patten established
the party four years ago based on a socially
progressive ideology, which respects the rights of
individuals to make choices about the way they live

their lives, without infringing the rights of others.
Ms Patten announced her top priority in the new
Victorian Parliament would be to legalise voluntary
euthanasia. Ms Patten said she would recognise
the Government’s mandate and approach each
piece of legislation on its merit. “However, I was
elected on a platform of progressive policies that I
will be pushing to achieve”.
In the newly elected Victorian Upper House, 12
crossbench MPs from the minor parties hold the
balance of power. In order to pass legislation,
the Labor government will need to negotiate with
members of this group, and gain the support of
at least seven of the 12 members. This puts Ms
Patten in a strong position.

Death of DWD Campaigners
Paul O’Grady 1960 - 2015
Paul O’Grady, pictured, died
on 18 January, aged 54.
O’Grady served as a Labor
MP in the NSW Legislative
Council between 1988 and
1996. A passionate supporter
of end of life choices, he
was the first Parliamentarian
to submit a bill to legalise
voluntary assisted dying. O’Grady referred to it as
a matter of basic human rights. “It is about the right
of individuals to choose for themselves the quality
of life they want and when they no longer enjoy that
quality of life.”
Paul O’Grady was also Australia’s first openly gay
MP, having publically disclosed his sexuality in
1990. He campaigned for equal rights for the gay
and lesbian community, as well as law reform on
other social justice issues. In 1996, O’Grady went
on television to announce that he had AIDS and
would be resigning from the NSW Parliament. At
that time, he said that he hoped to be able to end
his own life, rather than allow the virus to do it. His
euthanasia bill was never voted on, and eventually
lapsed after his resignation.
In the following years, O’Grady enjoyed a
substantial recovery through the use of antiretroviral drugs combined with a healthy lifestyle.
He remained well until he was diagnosed with
cancer in 2011. He died of the disease in the
Sacred Heart Hospice in Darlinghurst. DWD NSW
is grateful for Paul O’Grady’s attempts to initiate
legislative reform on voluntary assisted dying,
and his contribution to the public debate. Our
condolences and best wishes go to his family.
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Peter Short 1957-2014

Peter Short with son, Mitchell, and wife, Elizabeth Short.

“Make Australia not just a great country to live in,
but a great country to die in also!” These words
were some of the first and most powerful that
Peter Short wrote on his blog after his decision to
campaign for choice and dignity regarding the time
and place of his death.
Short was only 57 when his oesophageal cancer
returned, and the medical advice was that this time
it was terminal. He accepted all treatments because
he wanted to continue living for as long and as well
as possible. Short started working his way through
a wild “bucket list” of things, including expensive
meals, blackjack and crazy gambling, as well as
madcap holidays in exotic locations.
Three months later, he read an article in The
Age about how Dr Rodney Syme had defied the
law against medically assisted suicide and had
provided Nembutal to 58 year old Steve Guest, who
also had oesophageal cancer, and wanted control
over the place and time of his death. Short saw
the parallels between himself and Guest, and was
inspired to turn his creative talents to campaigning
for the legalisation of voluntary assisted dying.
As well as creating a blog in which he reported the
events of his life, Short wrote letters to newspapers,
spoke on radio programs and performed songs.
He used his marketing knowledge, enthusiasm
and social connections to raise over $120,000
via on-line crowd funding for the production of a
documentary about the final months of his life and
his campaign for voluntary assisted dying.
Short travelled to Canberra a few times to lobby
politicians. He had many conversations with
Victorian Greens Senator Richard di Natale, who
plans to introduce a Bill into Federal Parliament
later in 2015. Prime Minister Tony Abbott gave
Short an undertaking that Federal members of the
Liberal Party would be able to have a “conscience
vote” on this issue if it came before the parliament.
Short provided inspiration and support to family,
friends, ex-colleagues and other campaigners.
In an interview with The Good Weekend’s Jane
Cadzow in December, Short said that Dr Rodney
Syme’s promise to supply him with Nembutal had
DWDnsw Election March 2015 Newsletter Page 8

made a huge difference to the last part of his life,
because it had freed him from fear and anxiety. He
did not know whether he would take it, but having
the option was crucial.
On December 29, Peter Short died peacefully
with his wife Elizabeth holding his hand and his
23-year old son Mitchell by his side. In his final
week, he admitted himself into palliative care and
died without assistance. Short said “Both paths
are dignified. What is undignified is not having the
choice.”
Following are the closing words of an address
by Dr Rodney Syme, Vice President of Dying
With Dignity Victoria, at Peter Short’s funeral:
“Having Nembutal didn’t shorten his life. In the
end he chose not to use it. Ultimately Peter died in
palliative care. This might seem a paradox, given
his energy for the right to die at home at his own
time. Dying, however, can be complex, not so easy
to control. What Peter was arguing for was choice,
and in the end he exercised choice; the actual
choice he made is not important, the fact that he
had a choice is what matters.........
....I visited Peter on Boxing Day to say goodbye –
he was smiling, as usual, between his struggles for
breath. I want to thank him for reminding me ‘how
to live a life’. Peter was a great humanitarian – he
dedicated the end of his life to the benefit of others.
Lest we forget.”
DWD NSW endorses Dr Rodney Syme’s words and
our thanks and best wishes go out to his family,
especially his wife Elizabeth and his son Mitchell.

Kep Enderby 1926 - 2015
Kep Enderby QC, lifelong champion of human
rights, civil liberties and the underdog, died on
7 January. He served as Attorney-General in
the Whitlam government, during which time
he oversaw some major social reforms. These
included the legalisation of homosexuality and
abortion in the territories, no-fault divorce, abolition
of the death penalty and introduction of the Racial
Discrimination Act. After politics he became a judge
of the NSW Supreme Court.
Kep was also a passionate advocate for end of life
choices. In 1996 he became a member of Dying
with Dignity NSW and served as President between
2003 and 2006 (then called Voluntary Euthanasia
Society of NSW.) Committee meetings were held
at his Balmain home. He remained a member of
our organisation for nearly two decades.

In an interview with The Guardian journalist, Oliver
Laughland, in 2013, Kep admitted that he had
obtained Nembutal for himself and his wife. His
health was failing and he was suffering a lot. When
questioned about the irony of a former Attorney
General of Australia committing a criminal act
(possessing an illegal drug), he stated. “I think it’s a
bad law, there’s no justification for it”.
He also made a point frequently cited by people with
serious illness “The thing with Nembutal is, when
you have access to it, you don’t sit down and make
a plan. It’s something you have... something you
know is there when you really need it.”
Dying with Dignity NSW is grateful for Kep
Enderby’s contribution to the debate. Our
condolences and best wishes go to his wife Dorothy,
and children, Keir and Jo.

As strange as it may sound, permission to get
help to die felt like permission to live, to enjoy
life as much and for as long as I could. The few
years since that historic moment have been truly
wonderful. Their judgement gave me permission to
ask for help when, and if, I needed it…..
.....The guidelines were great as far as they went,
but they were not embodied in law, rightly so; only
the House of Commons can do that. But it seems
our elected representatives would rather risk our
lives than their jobs and have consistently refused
to consider legislation that would help make many
deaths more tolerable. “

International Developments
Canada’s Top Court Rules in
Favour of Assisted Dying

Kep Enderby with the 2006 DWDnsw Team - (LtoR) Edwina Doe,
Kep, Dorothy Simons, Diana Wyndham, Carmel Marjenburg ,
Bob Gallagher and Rhonda Taylor

Debby Purdy 1963 - 2014

Debbie Purdy, starving to death 2014

Mrs Debby Purdy
died on December
23, having lived
with Multiple
Sclerosis for 20
years. She had
reportedly been
refusing food since
entering a hospice
in Bradford,
England, in
December 2013.

Shortly before her death, Debbie Purdy wrote an
article to explain why the decision that she won in
2009 did not go far enough. Following is an extract:
“I was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis in March
1995. It felt a little like a life sentence. In 2009 the
House of Lords gave me permission to get support
to end my life, should living become unbearable.

On 6 February, in a historic 9-0 ruling, the Canadian
Supreme Court (Canada’s highest court) struck
down the law against physician assisted dying,
and ordered the Canadian Parliament to give
mentally competent consenting adults who are
enduring intolerable suffering from a severe and
incurable medical condition the right to seek medical
assistance to end their lives. (The illness does not
have to be terminal.)
The Canadian Parliament has been given one
year to draft the new legislation. If a new law is not
enacted within that time, the Supreme Court ruling
will stand as law.
In explaining its decision, the court wrote that “The
prohibition on physician-assisted dying infringes the
right to life, liberty and security of the person in a
manner that is not in accordance with the principles
of fundamental justice” and “cannot be justified in a
free democratic society.” Further, an absolute ban
on assisted dying is not needed in order to ensure
that vulnerable people are not coerced “to commit
suicide at a time of weakness”.
The Court’s ruling is a reversal of its own judgement
in the landmark 1993 case of Sue Rodriguez, a
42-year-old British Columbia woman with motor
neurone disease. Ms Rodriguez wanted medical
assistance to end her life and sought to have the
ban on it ruled unconstitutional. However, the
Supreme Court ruled against her. It cited prohibition
on assisted suicide as “the norm among Western
democracies” as one of its reasons.
Report continued page 10
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Report continued from page 9

Now, 22 years later, it noted that the landscape has
altered radically, with several European countries
and four American states having legalised assisted
dying since that time.
This constitutional challenge was originally brought
on in 2011 by the families of two British Columbian
women, Kay Carter and Gloria Taylor, each
suffering debilitating conditions, with the support
of the British Columbia Civil Liberties Association.
The initial challenge was in the British Columbia
Supreme Court, which ruled in favour of the two
women. It stated that the Criminal Code of Canada’s
provisions against assisted dying violate the rights
of the gravely ill, and were unconstitutional.
The conservative Canadian Federal government
then appealed the decision, and won their case in
the Court of Appeal in 2013.
That decision was then appealed in the Supreme
Court of Canada, which has now made its
unanimous ruling. Legal costs for the five years
of litigation were awarded against the Canadian
government. (Both Carter and Taylor are now dead.)
The Supreme Court decision comes at a time when
assisted death is being widely debated in Canada.
In June 2014, the Quebec Parliament passed
legislation that would allow physician assisted dying
to be legal from the end of 2015. Until the Supreme
Court ruling on 6 February, it seemed likely that
the Canadian Federal government would seek to
overturn the legislation under federal criminal law.
The Supreme Court decision will now make that
difficult. The government said it will take its time in
considering how to respond.
In a further sign of changing attitudes, in August
2014, the Canadian Medical Association altered its
long-established opposition to physician assisted
dying. Its new policy allows physicians, within the
bounds of laws, “to follow their conscience when
deciding whether to provide medical aid in dying”.

Brittany Maynard and her husband Dan Diaz

January, Maynard’s widower Dan Diaz and mother
Debbie Ziegler have been interviewed by numerous
media outlets. They made a promise to Maynard to
fulfil her mission to see aid-in-dying accessible to
people living in other American states.
Since Maynard’s death, nationwide demand for
similar state laws has risen steeply. Legislators
have introduced death-with-dignity bills, or pledged
to do so, in Washington, D.C., and 15 states,
including Alaska, Colorado, Florida, Indiana, Iowa,
Maryland, Minnesota, Missouri, New Hampshire,
New York, Nevada, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, and
Wyoming. Maynard’s story is also galvanizing
previously existing campaigns in Connecticut,
Massachusetts and New Jersey.
In a powerful opinion piece published in Time
Magazine, Barbara Coombs Lee, President of
Compassion & Choices in the US, writes:
In my experience, the powerful players who do not
want dying patients to gain control over the suffering
they endure or the circumstances of their deaths
use their formidable power ruthlessly to maintain the
status quo.
Our legislative supporters face the usual threats
of lost campaign contributions and lost support for
other unrelated bills. But they also face threats of
shunning at the communion rail, excommunication,
and expulsion from religious schools, hospitals,
charities, and other institutions in their districts. They
have faced threats to their livelihood and received
letters from school children who had been told the
lawmaker was going to kill their grandma.
These tactics have kept lawmakers from doing right
by those who face end-of-life suffering.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

US Law Makers Planning further
Death With Dignity Laws
In 2014, 29-year-old Brittany Maynard moved
to Oregon in order to legally obtain aid-in-dying
medication, after she was diagnosed with terminal
cancer. She took the medication on 1 November.
Nearly four thousand stories about her have
appeared in the media since her death, and in
DWDnsw Election March 2015 Newsletter Page 10

But, this time around, Brittany is here to stand up
for the dying through her family and friends. This
time, 100 million Americans know about Brittany
Maynard and why she needed aid in dying as an
accessible medical option. This time, the 17 year
Oregon experience has moved aid-in-dying beyond
a policy debate. Generation Xers like Brittany, baby
boomers, and their elderly parents know what is at
stake. And they want options for themselves and
their families. This time, half-a-million online activists
will follow the legislation’s progress.

Personal story:
Laurie Cummings
The following story was written by Stephanie
Garland about her experience watching her
sister’s husband, Laurie Cummings, endure a slow
and distressing death from cancer in December
last year. Both Stephanie and Laurie’s wife,
Franzie Cummings, have become Life Members
of DWDnsw since Laurie’s awful death, as they
learned the hard way the desperate need for
legislative change.

In the months that followed there were periods of
hope, only to be dashed when it became clear that
treatment had failed. Laurie underwent a five and
a half hour operation to remove the lymph nodes in
his neck. However, this did not stop the progression
of the disease. Laurie lost his speech and was
reduced to communicating only by writing. The
morphine patches did not sufficiently control his
pain, but made him confused when the dose was
repeatedly raised.
In September, Laurie’s cancer was declared
terminal, and in the last three months of his life the
disease progressed rapidly.
Laurie had gone through the lengthy application
to Dignitas in Switzerland to end his life, and the
necessary paperwork had been completed and
approved. Unfortunately, the damage to his throat
from radiotherapy, as well as the progression of his
disease, made a long haul flight impossible.
Laurie had also seriously considered other forms of
suicide, but could not find a way that was reliable,
and that would not traumatise his family.

Lawrence Brian Cummings at his daughter’s wedding

Laurie was used to being in control of his life.
He was a caring family man and had built up a
successful business with hard work, integrity and
intellect. Initially, he did not think much about his
sore throat, but after it did not respond to antibiotics
he went for further tests. At the end of January
2014 Laurie was diagnosed with cancer of the
right tonsil, with secondary cancer in the right neck
lymph nodes – a rare and extremely aggressive
type. The likelihood of successful treatment was
initially estimated at 80%.
By late January, Laurie was no longer able to eat,
and began feeding via a stomach peg. His wife,
Franzie, would eat hurried meals in the kitchen,
because it seemed cruel to eat in front of him.
Laurie was no longer able to lie down in bed, but
had to be propped up on high pillows to avoid
choking. In spite of this, the choking sensation
frequently woke him, and he would fretfully wander
the house, unable to sleep.
The overseas cruises that he had planned for the
family were replaced by thousands of kilometres
in round trips for the most aggressive therapy
available – chemotherapy and radiotherapy,
administered together. The latter resulted in painful
third degree burns to both the inside and outside of
his throat, and these never healed.

He was admitted to Calvary Hospital for palliative
care in the final four weeks of his life. During this
period Laurie’s neck swelled to twice its size, and
his tongue was a blue mass of swollen tissue
protruding from his mouth. The pain attacked him
physically and the morphine distorted his mind.
There was no peaceful ending – only laboured
attempts to breathe and low level moans and sighs
from pain that could not be adequately controlled.
On 14 December 2014, Laurie Cummings died.
Whilst some people talk about a loved one having
a “beautiful death”, this was not the case for our
family. There was no beauty or valuable lessons to
be gained from watching Laurie’s suffering – only
relief that it was over.
We remembered that 35 years earlier, Othello, the
beloved family cat, had been put down by the vet.
In a strange irony, he had cancer of the throat, and
was able to die peacefully, without suffering.
Since Laurie’s death, my sister and I have joined
DWDNSW, and other organisations that are fighting
for legislative change. Although we have always
supported end of life choices, this experience has
strengthened our resolve to make a difference.
We are now committed to doing whatever we can
to help advance the cause of legalising voluntary
assisted dying to help people like Laurie.
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The Pollies Register
Following is a summary of responses given by Members of the NSW Legislative Assembly, as well as candidates
standing for their seats. They were asked about their attitude to voluntary assisted dying and “should a bill to
legalise voluntary assisted dying (including carefully considered safeguards) be brought before the next State
Parliament, would you, in principle be inclined to support it?” This summary was up-to-date as at 16 February
2015. NB: Classification is based on written responses only. On a few occasions members of DWDnsw reported
oral responses from an MP or candidate, but in spite of reminder letters, no written response was forthcoming.
DWD NSW will continue to collect and report these responses on our website www.dwdnsw.org.au until the NSW
election on 28 March. Please continue to write to candidates and forward us their written responses as soon as
you receive them.
Electorate Type

Name

Stance on VAD

Castle Hill
Liberal
Labor

MP
cand.

Mr Dominic Perrottet
Mr Matt Ritchie

opposed
no response

Cessnock
Labor
National

MP
cand.

Mr Clayton Barr
Ms Jessica Price-Purnell

no response
no response

Albury
Liberal
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Greg Aplin
Mr Ross Jackson
Ms Niloufer King

non-commital
supporter
supporter

Auburn
Labor
Labor

retiring MP
cand.

Mrs Barbara Perry
Mr Luke Foley MLC

no response
no response

Charlestown
Labor
Liberal

MP
cand.

Ms Jodie Harrison
Mr Jason Pauling

no response
no response

Ballina
National
National
Labor
Greens

retiring MP
cand.
cand.
cand.

Mr Donald Page
Mr Kris Beavis
Mr Paul Spooner
Ms Tamara Smith

supporter
supporter
non-commital
supporter

Clarence
National
Labor

MP
cand.

Mr Christopher Gulaptis
Mr Trent Gilbert

no response
no response

Coffs Harbour
National
Greens

MP
cand.

Mr Andrew Fraser
Mr Craig Christie

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Bruce Notley-Smith
Mr Paul Pearce
Ms Lindsay Shurey

Balmain
Greens
Labor
Liberal

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Jamie Parker
Ms Verity Firth
Mr Lyndon Gannon

supporter
supporter
no response

opposed
supporter

Bankstown
Labor

MP

Ms Tania Mihailuk

no response

Coogee
Liberal
Labor
Greens

Barwon
National
Labor

MP
cand.

Mr Kevin Humphries
Mr Craig Ashby

non-commital
no response

Cootamundra
National
Labor

New seat
cand.
cand.

Ms Katrina Hodgkinson MLA
Mr Charlie Sheahan

Bathurst
National
Labor

MP
cand.

Mr Paul Toole
Ms Cass Coleman

no response
no response

Cronulla
Liberal
Labor

MP
cand.

Mr Mark Speakman
Mr Peter Scaysbrook

opposed
supporter

Baulkham Hills
Liberal
MP
Labor
cand.
Greens
cand.

Mr David Elliott
Mr Ryan Tracey
Ms Alice Suttie

opposed
no response
supporter

Davidson
Liberal
Labor

MP
cand.

Mr Jonathon O'Dea
Mr Douglas St Quintin

non-commital
supporter

Bega
Liberal
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Andrew Constance
Ms Leanne Atkinson
Ms Margaret Perger

no response
no response
supporter

Drummoyne
Liberal
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Anthony Sidoti
Mr Jason Khoury
Ms Alice Mantel

supporter
no response
supporter

Blacktown
Labor
Liberal
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr John Robertson
Mr Roman Bhalla
Mr David Bate

non-commital
no response
supporter

Dubbo
National
Labor

MP
cand.

Mr Troy Grant
Mr Stephen Lawrence

no response
no response

East Hills
Liberal
Labor

MP
cand.

Mr Glenn Brookes
Mr Cameron Murphy

opposed
no response

Mrs Roza Sage
Ms Trish Doyle
Ms Alandra Tasire

opposed
supporter
supporter

non-commital

Epping
Liberal
Liberal
Labor
Greens

retiring MP
cand.
cand.
cand.

Mr Gregory Smith
Mr Damien Tudehope
Mr David Havyatt
Ms Emma Heyde

opposed
no response
non-commital
supporter

qualified support
no response

Fairfield
Labor
Liberal

MP
cand.

Mr Guy Zangari
Mr Charbel Saliba

no response
no response

Blue Mountains
Liberal
MP
Labor
cand.
Greens
cand.

qualified support
no response
supporter

non-commital
no response

Burrinjuck
National

abolished seat
MP
Ms Katrina Hodgkinson

Cabramatta
Labor
Liberal

MP
cand.

Mr Nick Lalich
Ms Maria Diep

Camden
Liberal
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Christopher Patterson
Ms Cindy Cagney
Ms Danica Sajn

non-commital
no response
supporter

Gosford
Liberal
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Christopher Holstein
Ms Kathy Smith
Ms Kate Da Costa

non-commital
no response
supporter

Campbelltown
Liberal
MP
Labor
cand.
Greens
cand.

Mr Bryan Doyle
Mr Greg Warren
Mr Ben Moroney

opposed
no response
supporter

Goulburn
Liberal
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Ms Pru Goward
Ms Ursula Stephens
Mr Iain Fyfe

non-commital
opposed
supporter

Canterbury
Labor
Greens

Ms Linda Burney
Ms Linda Eisler

no response
supporter

Granville
Liberal
Labor

MP
cand.

Mr Tony Issa
Ms Julia Finn

non-commital
no response

MP
cand.
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Hawkesbury
Liberal
Liberal
Labor

retiring MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Ray Williams
Mr Dominic Perrottet MP
Mr Barry Calvert

Heathcote
Liberal
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Lee Evans
Ms Maryanne Stuart
Ms Natasha Watson

no response
opposed
no response

qualified support
no response
supporter

Heffron
Labor
Liberal

MP
cand.

Mr Ron Hoenig
Mr John Koutsoukis

Holsworthy
Labor

New seat
cand.

Ms Charishma Kaliyanda

no response

Hornsby
Liberal
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Matt Kean
Mr Steve Ackerman
Dr John Storey

no response
supporter
supporter

Keira
Labor
Liberal
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Ryan Park
Mr Philip Clifford
Ms Elena Martinez

supporter
no response
supporter

Kiama
Liberal
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Gareth Ward
Mr Glenn Kolomeitz
Mr Terry Barratt

non-commital
no response
supporter

qualified support
no response

Kogarah
Not sent letter as
decision not to re-sit
given early
no response
no response
supporter

Labor
Labor
Liberal
Greens

retiring MP
cand.
cand.
cand.

Ms Cherie Burton
Mr Chris Minns
Mr Nick Aroney
Mr Brent Heber

Ku-ring-gai
Liberal
Labor

retiring MP
cand.

Mr Barry O'Farrell
Mr David Armstrong

opposed
no response

Lake Macquarie
Independent
MP
Labor
cand.

Mr Greg Piper
Ms Melissa Cleary

Lakemba
Labor
Labor
Greens

retiring MP
cand.
cand.

Lane Cove
Liberal
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Marrickville

abolished seat

Ms Carmel Tebbutt

Not sent letter as
decision not to re-sit
given early

Labor

retiring MP

Menai
Liberal

abolished seat
MP
Ms Melanie Gibbons

no response

Miranda
Labor
Labor
Liberal

retiring MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Barry Collier
Mr Greg Holland
Ms Eleni Petinos

non-commital
no response
no response

Monaro
National
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr John Barilaro
Mr Steve Whan MLC
Mr Peter Marshall

Mount Druitt
Labor
Labor
Liberal

retiring MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Richard Amery
Mr Edmond Atalla
Ms Olivia Lloyd

no response
no response
no response

Mulgoa
Liberal
Labor

MP
cand.

Mrs Tanya Davies
Mr Todd Carney

non-commital
no response

Murray
National

New seat
cand.

MrAdrian Piccoli

no response

Murray-Darling abolished seat
MP
Mr John Williams
National

no response

Murrumbidgee abolished seat
MP
MrAdrian Piccoli
National

no response

opposed
supporter
supporter

Myall Lakes
National
Labor

MP
cand.

Mr Stephen Bromhead
Mr David Keegan

non-commital
qualified support

supporter
no response

Newcastle
Labor
Liberal
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Tim Crakanthorp
Ms Karen Howard
Mr Michael Osborne

qualified support
no response
supporter

Mr Robert Furolo
Mr Jihad Dib
Mr Chris Garvin

supporter
no response
supporter

Newtown
Labor
Greens
Liberal

New seat
cand.
cand.
cand.

Ms Penny Sharpe MLC
Ms Jenny Leong
Ms Rachael Wheldall

Mr Anthony Roberts
Mr Andrew Zbik
Mr Pierre Masse

non-commital
no response
supporter

North Shore
Liberal
Labor

MP
cand.

Mrs Jillian Skinner
Mr James Wheeldon

Lismore
National
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Thomas George
Mr Isaac Smith
Mr Adam Guise

non-commital
non-commital
supporter

Liverpool
Labor
Liberal

MP
cand.

Mr Paul Lynch
Mr Mazhar Hadid

supporter
no response

Londonderry
Liberal
Liberal
Labor

retiring MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Bart Bassett
Mr Bernard Bratusa
Ms Prue Car

non-commital
no response
no response

Macquarie Fields
Labor
retiring MP Dr Andrew McDonald
Labor
Mr Anoulack Chanthivong
cand.

no response
no response

supporter
supporter
no response

opposed
opposed

Northern Tablelands
MP
National
Labor
cand.
Greens
cand.

Mr Adam Marshall
Ms Debra O'Brien
Mr Mercurius Goldstein

Oatley
Liberal
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Mark Coure
Ms O'Bray Smith
Ms Philippa Clark

Orange
National

MP

Mr Andrew Gee

Oxley
National
National
Greens

retiring MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Andrew Stoner
Ms Melinda Pavey MLC
Ms Carol Vernon

Parramatta
Liberal
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Dr Geoffrey Lee
Mr James Shaw
Mr Phil Bradley

no response
qualified support
supporter

supporter
no response
supporter

non-commital
qualified support
supporter

supporter

non-commital
opposed
supporter

Mailand
Liberal
Liberal
Labor
Greens

retiring MP
cand.
cand.
cand.

Ms Robyn Parker
Mr Steve Thomson
Ms Jenny Aitchison
Mr John Brown

Manly
Liberal
Labor

MP
cand.

Mr Michael Baird
Ms Jennifer Jary

opposed
no response

Penrith
Liberal
Labor

MP
cand.

Mr Stuart Ayres
Ms Emma Husar

qualified support
no response

Maroubra
Labor
Liberal
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Michael Daley
Mr Brendan Roberts
Mr James Cruz

no response
no response
supporter

Pittwater
Liberal
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Rob Stokes
Mr Kieren Ash
Ms Felicity Davis

opposed
supporter
supporter

no response
no response
qualified support
supporter
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Port Macquarie
MP
National
Labor
cand.
Greens
cand.

Mrs Leslie Williams
Ms Kristy Quill
Ms Drusi Megget

non-commital
no response
supporter

Upper Hunter
National
National
Labor
Greens

retiring MP
cand.
cand.
cand.

Mr George Souris
Mr Michael Johnsen
Mr Martin Rush
Mr John Kaye

no response
no response
supporter
supporter

Port Stephens
Liberal
Liberal
Labor
Greens

retiring MP
cand.
cand.
cand.

Mr Craig Baumann
Mr Ken Jordan
Ms Kate Washington
Ms Rochelle Flood

non-commital
no response
supporter
supporter

Vaucluse
Liberal
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Ms Gabrielle Upton
Ms Gloria Nicol
Ms Megan Mcewin

non-commital
no response
supporter

Prospect
Liberal
Labor

New seat
cand.
cand.

Mr Andrew Rohan MLA
Mr Hugh McDermott

no response
no response

Wagga Wagga
Liberal
MP
Labor
cand.

Mr Daryl Maguire
Mr Daniel Hayes

non-commital
non-commital

Riverstone
Liberal
Labor

retiring MP?

cand.

Mr Kevin Conolly
Mr Ian Morrison

no response
no response

Wakehurst
Liberal
Labor

MP
cand.

Mr Brad Hazzard
Mr Ned Barsi

non-commital
no response

MP
cand.

Mr John Flowers
Mr Steve Kamper

non-commital
no response

Wallsend
Labor

MP

Ms Sonia Hornery

qualified support

Willoughby
Liberal

MP

Ms Gladys Berejiklian

Wollondilly
Liberal
Labor

MP
cand.

Mr Jai Rowell
Mr Ciaran O'Brien

Rockdale
Liberal
Labor
Ryde
Liberal
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Victor Dominello
Mr Jerome Laxale
Mr Justin Alick

opposed
no response
supporter

Seven Hills
Liberal
Labor
Greens

New seat
cand.
cand.
cand.

Mr Mark Taylor
Mr Susai Benjamin
Mr Balaji Naranapatti

no response
no response
supporter

Wollongong
Labor
Liberal
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Ms Noreen Hay
Mr Cameron Walters
Mr Mitchell Bresser

Shellharbour
Labor
Liberal
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.

Ms Anna Watson
Mr Mark Jones
Mr Peter Moran

non-commital
no response
supporter

Smithfield
Liberal

abolished seat
MP
Mr Andrew Rohan

Wyong
Liberal
Liberal
Labor
Greens

retiring MP
cand.
cand.
cand.

Mr Darren Webber
Ms Sandra Kerr
Mr David Harris
Ms Vicki Dimond

no response

South Coast
Liberal
Labor

MP
cand.

Mrs Shelley Hancock
Ms Fiona Phillips

non-commital
no response

Strathfield
Liberal
Labor

MP
cand.

Mr Charles Casuscelli
Ms Jodi McKay

opposed
non-commital

Summer Hill
Labor
Liberal
Greens

New seat
cand.
cand.
cand.

Ms Jo Haylen
Ms Julie Passas
Mr Max Phillips

no response
no response
supporter

Swansea
Liberal
Labor
Independent

retiring MP
cand.
cand.

Mr Garry Edwards
Ms Yasmin Catley
Mr Garry Edwards

no response
no response
no response

Sydney
Independent
Liberal
Labor
Greens

MP
cand.
cand.
cand.

Mr Alex Greenwich
Ms Patrice Pandeleos
Ms Edwina Lloyd
Mr Chris Brentin

supporter
no response
supporter
supporter

Tamworth
National

MP

Mr Kevin Anderson

non-commital

Terrigal
Liberal
Liberal
Labor
Greens

retiring MP
cand.
cand.
cand.

Mr Christopher Hartcher
Mr Adam Crouch
Mr Jeff Sundstrom
Mr Doug Williamson

non-commital
no response
qualified support
supporter

Mr Christopher Spence
Mr Michael Sharpe
Mr David Mehan
Mr Scott Rickard

Not sent letter as
decision not to re-sit
given early
no response
supporter
supporter

The Entrance

Liberal
Liberal
Labor
Greens

retiring MP
cand.
cand.
cand.

Toongabbie

abolished seat

Labor

retiring MP

Mr Nathan Rees

Tweed
National
Labor

MP
cand.

Mr Geoffrey Provest
Mr Ron Goodman

Not sent letter as
decision not to re-sit
given early

non-commital
no response

DWDnsw Election March 2015 Newsletter Page 14

non-commital

non-commital
qualified support

no response
no response
supporter

no response
no response
qualified support
supporter

DWDnsw 2014-15 Committee
President - Dr Sarah Edelman
Vice President - Dee Johnson
Treasurer - Philip Busfield
Committee:
Judith Daley, Helen Harris, Dr Liz Jacka,
Leslie Jolley and Rev Geoffrey Usher
If you would like to nominate for our 201516 committee at our AGM in May, please
see the form on the following page.

Dying with Dignity NSW

2015 Annual General Meeting

Saturday 23 May 2015- from 1 to 4pm
Mitchell Theatre - Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts

Level 1, 280 Pitt Street Sydney NSW 2000
(located on the Hyde Park side of Pitt St between Park & Bathurst Sts)
This event is FREE.
Afternoon tea is provided after the meeting
so please RSVP via email to dwd@dwdnsw.org.au or 02 9212 4782

Please come along and invite your friends and family too.
The venue is wheelchair accessible and has a dedicated accessible toilet.

Dying with Dignity NSW NOMINATION FORM 2015-16
All members of DWDnsw who have paid their 2015 subscription fees are eligible to nominate for
a position on our committee. To accept nomination for a position, the member must complete
the following form and have it signed by two financial members. Phone 02 9212 4782 or email
dwd@dwdnsw.org.au if you have any enquiries or problems with completing this form.
Nomination for 2015-16 position of .............(circle whichever is/are applicable):
President /

Vice-President /

Treasurer /

Committee Member

Nominee:
...................................................
(name)

........................... ............................. ..................
(suburb)			
(signature)		

(date)

........................... ............................. ..................
(signature)		
(suburb)			

(date)

........................... ............................. ..................
(suburb)			
(signature)		

(date)

Nominator:
...................................................
(name)
Second Nominator:
...................................................
(name)

....................................
Returning Officer:
..................................... ......
					
(signature)			

(date received)

Please return this complete form by mail or by fax to:
The Secretary - Ms Deidre Johnson
PO Box 25 Broadway NSW 2007
Fax 02 9211 1498 or scan &email to dwd@dwdnsw.org.au

Nominations must be received by the Secretary by Friday 1st May 2015.
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ABC “Vote Compass”
Results
Two recent polls conducted by the ABC on-line
tool, Vote Compass, have found overwhelming
public support for legalisation of voluntary
							
assisted dying.

These figures are in stark contrast to the attitudes
of the two major political parties, both of which
have strongly opposed any attempts to legalise
voluntary assisted dying. The Greens are the
only political party that has a pro-choice policy,
consistent with the beliefs of the majority of
Australians.

							
interesting reading. In the Victorian Vote
Vote Compass Polls were conducted in Victoria
Compass survey, 72% of Catholics, 69% of
								
prior to the November state election, and in
Protestants and 92% of people with no religion
Queensland prior to the January state election.
											
were in agreement with the proposition.
Sample sizes were large – 60,000 and 70,000
respectively. In both polls, respondents were
asked to rate their degree of agreement with the
statement: “Terminally ill patients should be able
			
to legally end their lives with medical assistance.”

		

In the Victorian survey 76% agreed or strongly
agreed with the above statement, whilst only
14 per cent disagreed or strongly disagreed.
9% were neutral. Similar figures emerged in the
Queensland poll, with 76% in agreement, 13%
disagreeing and 10% neutral.

			

According to Matt Wordsworth, author of the ABC
News website report, the Queensland result is
“one of the most one-sided results to have come
from the Vote Compass survey, with a majority in
favour among supporters of all the large political
parties, religious groups and age groups.”
Whilst Vote Compass is an on-line poll, the
figures were consistent with nationwide and
NSW telephone polls conducted by Newspoll in
2007 and 2011 respectively.
Additional information provided by
Vote Compass polls included the
breakdown of support by voting
intentions. In the Victorian poll,
the proposition that terminally ill
patients should be able to end
their lives with medical assistance,
was supported by 71% of Coalition
voters, 79% of ALP voters and
87% of Greens voters - see chart
opposite. (Similar findings in the
Queensland poll.)

The level of support by religion also made

Disagreement with the proposition was at 18%,
19% and 3% respectively. (Once again, results
were similar in the Queensland poll.)
These findings reveal that the vast majority of
people from all religions believe that medically
assisted dying should be available for the
terminally ill.
Further, when religion is taken out of the equation
(i.e. people without religion are surveyed),
opposition to Voluntary Assisted Dying is virtually
non-existent.

In the ABC on-line Vote Compass report, the
Victorian Greens Leader Greg Barber is quoted
as saying that Labor and the Coalition are unduly
influenced by religious conservatives. Given
the strong public support for legalising voluntary
assisted dying, and the repeated refusal of the
major parties to reflect this in legislation, it is hard
to see any other explanation.

Vote Compass Results - Victoria 2014
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The activities of DWDnsw include public education campaigns, community talks, parliamentary
forums, media publicity, liaising with and lobbying of politicians, providing information on advanced
care directives, monitoring and reporting overseas developments, communicating with pro-choice
advocates overseas and collecting resources that help to advance our important cause.

JOIN US NOW via our website www.dwdnsw.org.au or phone 02 9212 4782.

